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A n d  M U C H  

m o r e !  

 

The following comes from a book I read this winter about the changes that mainline 

churches must make in order to reach out to those who have yet to experience a 

rela�onship with Christ and the joy that comes from being a part of a church family.  

At face value, this wri�ng shares a rather depressing perspec�ve.  However, a"er 

you have read it through, read the direc�ons at the bo#om of the piece and try 

again. 

Lost Genera�on 

I am part of a lost genera�on 

and I refuse to believe 

I can change the world 

I realize this may be a shock but 

“Happiness comes from within” 

is a lie, and 

“Money will make me happy” 

So in thirty years I will tell my children 

They are not the most important thing in my life. 

My employer will know that. 

I have my priori�es straight because 

Work 

Is more important than 

Family 

I tell you this 

Once upon a �me 

Families stayed together 

but this will not be true in my era. 

this is a quick fix society 

Experts tell me 

Thirty years from now I will be celebra�ng the tenth anniversary 

of my divorce. 

I do not concede that 

I will live in the country of my own making. 

In the future 

Environmental destruc�on will be the norm. 

No longer can it be said that 

My peers and I care about this earth. 

It will be evident that 

My genera�on is apathe�c and lethargic. 

It is foolish to presume that 

There is hope. 

And all of this will come true unless we choose to reverse it. 

Con�nued on Page 2 
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Let my teaching fall 

like rain and my 

words descent like 

dew, like showers on 

new grass, like 

abundant rain on 

tender plants. 

 

Deuteronomy 32:2 

F R O M  Y O U R  P A S T O R ,  C O N T .   

So, let us choose to do just that.  Read this again – but begin at the bo#om and 

read to the top:   “There is hope.  It is foolish to presume that my genera�on is 

apathe�c and lethargic.  It will be evident….” and so on.  The en�re tone of the 

piece changes from one of despair to one of hope.  It just takes a different per-

spec�ve. 

    Our ministry as a local church is just like this.  “Church” isn’t what it used to 

be and hasn’t been for a long �me now.  However, if we want to con�nue to be  

faithful disciples for Jesus Christ and make disciples for him as well then we 

need to change our perspec�ve, our ways of being and doing.  Is this easy?  Not 

really.  Is it worth it?  Absolutely. 

    This work of change is what our Discovering the Possibili�es team is all 

about.  We are in the process of learning more about the culture of the church 

in the twenty-first century in order for LUMC to be a vital, relevant presence in 

our community.   

     Our Lay Leader, Sue White, has included an update on the work of the DTP 

in her ar�cle this month; elsewhere in this newsle#er you will find an invita�on 

to a June 9 cook-out so that we can chat about the DTP in person and, hopeful-

ly, answer the ques�ons you may have. 

     In the mean�me, I would ask that you keep the members of the DTP in pray-

er.  I do so each and every morning as I ask God to bless our work that we may 

help LUMC be the best church we can possibly be, depending upon God’s bless-

ing and God’s grace.  Please join me in that prayer.  It will make a HUGE differ-

ence in our ministry together. 

       

                                                                         God’s blessings, 

 

                                                                            Pastor Elizabeth 

A F T E R N O O N  C I R C L E  

On May 15th we will be traveling to Buddy T’s at 675 Main Street, in Lewiston for lunch.  This is a new 

place for us, but I have seen it adver�sed and checked out the menu.  A good selec�on and the prices 

are reasonable, so I thought we’d give them a try.  We will carpool from the church, leaving at 11:30 or 

you can meet us at the restaurant around noon.  I will need to know if you wish to a#end so I can 

make the reserva�on, so please either call me or speak to me at church if you wish to a#end.  All are 

welcome. 

 

Carolyn Jones 
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F I N A N C E  N E W S  

 

P L A N T  S A L E  

M O X I E  D A Y  

LUMC Mission Statement: 

“The Lisbon United Methodist Church welcomes, nurtures, and serves all          

 people with the love of Christ.” 

O U T R E A C H  C O M M I T T E E   

The finance commi#ee is currently working on  the annual stewardship campaign. We are grateful for 

all the support we receive from our church family. 

The annual Plant and Bake sale will take place on Saturday, May 11
th

 from 9:00 am to 1:00pm. We are 

very happy that Bush’s Bushes will once again be providing all the shrubs and flowering bushes.  This 

is the perfect �me to thin out any perennials you may have in your own gardens. Just remember – 

please label them with the type of plant it is. Having pictures of the plants helps us as well as the cus-

tomers know just what they are purchasing. If anyone needs plant pots, please let me know. We have 

pots of all sizes wai�ng to be used. We welcome all dona�ons of indoor or outdoor plants. We can’t 

have a plant sale, without a bake sale, so once again, we’ll have lots of yummy cakes, cookies, pies, 

breads, etc. available for sale.  To make this a successful event, we’ll need some volunteers for a few 

hours either Friday or Saturday. If you would like to help out, please let Trudy know.  

It’s not too early to begin thinking about Moxie Days. Mark your calendars – July 12
th

 and 13
th

. Let’s 

make this the best event we have ever had.  How can we do that? One way is to volunteer a couple 

of hours on either Friday or Saturday. Volunteers will be needed to prepare lobster and crabmeat, 

stuff rolls, sort yard sale items, etc. We appreciate ANY amount of �me you can help out. More infor-

ma�on will be in the June newsle#er.  

April’s weather was beau�ful for our mee�ng. We decided to wait for the Red Cross to contact us 

about sponsoring a blood drive for this year.  We have heard that the high school is in need of snacks 

for their snack cupboard and they could also use some personal care items.  A message has been le" 

for the principal for further informa�on.  It was voted to use up to $100 to purchase needed items 

for them.  I have since heard from Sue Magee and have a list of needs and will do the shopping.  It 

was also decided to contact Lisbon Community School in the fall to see about clothing needs for their 

students.  It was voted to use $50 for the Pastor’s Discre�onary fund as she has had an urgent re-

quest.  Thank you to all those who donated to the UMCORE special offering in March.  Our next 

mee�ng is May 6th, at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Connie Earle, Chairperson 
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F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who par�cipated in our Lenten/Easter 

season. You made this a meaningful season, helping us to increase our spiritual growth and 

helping us grow closer in our rela�onship to God and our rela�onship to each other. You may 

think that this doesn’t apply to you, but I think it applies to everyone. You may have a#ended 

the Soup and Bread gatherings. You may have brought flowers to contribute to our beau�ful 

garden-like atmosphere celebra�ng the resurrected Christ. You may have been praying for 

those in our church lives and those around the world. You may have a#ended church during 

this season and fellowshipped with us in word, song, and praise, or maybe just a nod of 

encouragement. You may have made the commitment to officially become a member of our 

church, or maybe you are just thinking about it. You may have brought food to share at coffee 

hour or the monthly church supper. Whether you are a worker bee or a quiet supporter, you 

have been a part of what makes a disciple of Jesus Christ. (Of course, the various worker bees 

in the choir and on the worship, outreach, and nurture commi#ees are amazing. Pastor 

Elizabeth, Debbie Greim, and I could not have done this without you.) 

 

As a member of the Discovering the Possibili�es group, I would like to report to you what has 

been happening. Those of us in this group (Dean Logan, Trudy Duval, Monica McCusker, 

Martha Palmer, Pastor Elizabeth, and myself) do not want this to be a deep dark secret. We 

want to be as transparent as possible and we want to answer your ques�ons. 

Our format is that we are reading a study guide called Roadmap to Renewal by Douglas Ruffle. 

The six of us meet about every six weeks or so, depending on our schedules, to discuss the 

book and come up with any ques�ons we may have rela�ng to the book and where our church 

is headed. Once we have met together, we formulate our ques�ons and requests for advice 

and schedule a mee�ng with our coach, Rev. Rick McKinley. We meet with him via telephone 

or weblink. He talks with us about our ques�ons and gives us advice and prodding to help us 

move forward. 

 

Right now we are in the discernment and learning process. Much of our informa�on comes from 

the workshop surveys we did with Rick a while back. We are in the “what next” stage, trying to 

figure out what will work best for our church. We want to share the joy of God’s love in a 

meaningful way with each other and the community around us. 

One of the things that Rick has asked us to work on is discipleship and spiritual growth. Guess 

what! We are already on that path. If you read my thank you above (if you didn’t it’s ok to look 

back-I don’t always read everything thoroughly the first �me myself) you will see that you are on 

the road to discipleship. You are amazing! 

 

When our DTP group meets we do a lot of brainstorming about what we might want to do as a 

church. Not all of the things we talk about will come to frui�on, but that’s okay. This is the part 

that you can help with. Do you have an idea or something that is in your heart that you would 

like to see us do? Let us know. We need all the input and support we can get. The other thing 

you can do for us and for the church is pray. Pray. Pray. 
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F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R ,  C O N T .  

 

Rick has asked us to set goals, which of course got us bogged down. Road to Renewal is 

helping us work on this goal. Again, help, please! Pray some more. 

 

Some of the things we keep going back to are, when can we get going, where do we start, and 

what is God’s vision for our church? Rick is helping us learn pa�ence. He says we’re in this for 

1000 days. Don’t do anything major right away. For those of us who are doers, this has been 

hard. Rick keeps encouraging us, and we try to encourage each other. We can use your help 

on this. Pray. We have begun to work on a few ideas to get us started. I’ll get to those later. 

As for God, we have to learn to listen and, you guessed it, pray. 

 

One the ideas we have been talking about is working on communica�on with the community. 

We are trying to figure out how the church can help people and discover what needs are out 

there. Some of you may remember that we did interviews with community leaders. We have 

discovered that some of the needs they told us about have already been addressed or have 

changed. We are thinking that maybe we can set up a community round table to help these 

leaders talk with one another and with us about what they would like to see happen. 

As we began to think we should move on this idea, Rick reigned us in a li#le in order to get back 

to basics. We need to be sensi�ve to how people feel about change in the church. We need to 

become ac�vely involved with our neighbors-mission with instead of mission to. We need to 

think about why we exist as a church. What is our purpose and mo�va�on? As we explore our 

vision, how do we fulfill it as children of God? In other words, how do we make disciples? As I 

said, we are already well on our way, we just didn’t realize it or put it into words. 

 

If this seems like a lot, don’t feel alone. We are struggling with the same overwhelming feelings. 

Rick keeps telling us we are doing great. I will tell you the same thing. You are great! If you 

are s�ll feeling like you are slogging through this informa�on, feel free to take a break and come 

back to it, or ask ques�ons. Not everybody learns in the same way. 

 

Another of our ideas, and one that has been tossed around a bit, is helping somehow with the 

school children. We found out that homelessness is no longer a problem, so now what? We 

have no�ced that the middle school children seem to be at loose ends a"er school. They hang 

around the church and the playground. What can we do? Good ques�on. Any ideas? 

 

Another idea that we have discussed with Rick is to walk around newer housing areas, i.e. Kelly 

Park. We could ask people ques�ons about their place in the community and what their needs 

are. We would have a script and go out in pairs. This would not be what you might call 

evangelizing. We just want to learn about people. Ideally we would do this on a nice day for a 

couple of hours and people might be outside in their yards. Rick has tasked us with finding a 

way to make this happen. Any folks out there who have ques�ons or who would like to learn 

more about our neighbors, or just go for a stroll? If so, this is for you! 
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F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R ,  C O N T .  

Another approach to spiritual forma�on is to keep working on classes or conversa�ons, like we 

did during Lent. Expect to see more of this with different types of approaches, perhaps led by 

different church leaders directed to different areas of interest. 

 

So, things are happening! On June 9th, which is Pentecost Sunday, we will be having a 

cookout a"er church. DTP folks will be sharing our progress and answering ques�ons a"er 

church while we (of course) eat together. 

 

We are piggybacking with the Finance Commi#ee’s Stewardship campaign:  “Do all the good 

you can by all the means you can” as we talk about discipleship and John Wesley’s three simple 

rules. You don’t have those memorized? Me neither. Here they are: 

1. Do no harm. 

2. Do good 

3. Stay in love with God 

Thank goodness they are simple. We are Methodists. We love God. We want to take care of 

others. Ergo, we want to be good disciples. 

 

Just as I ask for your prayers for the DTP group, I keep you all in my prayers. Sharing the love 

of God is a wonderful thing. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Sue White 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E ;  J u n e  9 t h ,  C o o k  O u t  

     The members of the Discovering the Possibili�es team would like to invite you to a cook-out 

a"er worship on Sunday, June 9
th

.  Please bring an outdoor chair; all the rest will be provided!   

While our delicious food cooks on the grill, the DTP members will share where we are at as a church 

in this process and gladly take your ques�ons. 

      This is also Pentecost so please wear your RED clothing as we celebrate the work of the Holy 

Spirit among us. 

T H I R D  A N N U A L  L U M C  O U T I N G  T O  T H E  P O R T L A N D  S E A  D O G S  

A"er the long winter months, one of America’s favorite pas�mes is in full swing once again!  And 

that means it’s �me for the THIRD annual LUMC ou�ng to a Portland Sea Dogs game. 

    Tickets have been reserved for the Saturday, August 10 game which begins at 6:00 pm (gates 

open at 4:30 pm).  Tickets will cost $8.00/each for reserved seats.  We have twenty-five seats re-

served at present; more can be added – although they may be close but not in the current sec�on. 

    Please look for the sign-up sheet on the bulle�n board across from the office.  Hope to see you 

there, cheering on the Sea Dogs and enjoying a Sea Dogs biscuit !  



May, 2019, Page 7 

 

 

B I R T H D A Y  W I S H E S  

Happy Birthday to the following church members celebra�ng a birthday in May!!   

(f you know someone to be added to our list please let  Erica Soie# know) 

 

 5th: Shawn Maloy   18th: Bobby Jean Logan 

 7th: Jim Duley    Piper Logan Charpen�er 

  Gwen Rioux   19th: Debbie Crosman 

 8th: Ralph Day   24th: Duanne Smith 

 10th: Chris Hall   28th: Chris Reed 

 15th: Laurie Lim   29th: Stephanie Stambach 

 17th: Harry Grinder  

A  L I T T L E  H U M O R  

 S u b m i t t e d  b y  P e g  C h e r r y  

The only �me we like to get old is when we are kids.  When you are less then 10 years old you’re so 

excited about aging that you think in frac�ons.  How old are you? I’m 4 1/2.  You’re never 36 1/2.  

You’re 4 1/2 going on 5.  Now when you’re a teen, you jump to the next number.  I’m gonna be 16.  

Then you proudly become 21.  Even the words sound like a ceremony.  But then you turn 30.  It makes 

you sound like bad milk.  Oh, by the way, he just turned 30, so we had to throw him out.  So, you be-

come 21, you turn 30 and then you’re pushing 40.  When you’re pushing 40, you’re pushing kids, your 

extra weight and yourself to exercise.  And then your each 50.  At 50, you hope to reach the floor 

when you drop something intellectually, reach your kids intellectually, and reach re�rement.  Finally 

you make it to 60.  At 60 you hope to make it the rest of your days.  By now you built up so much 

speed, you hit 70.  You now must hit all the bathrooms in town on an ou�ng.  Once you get into your 

80’s you watch �me slow down.  At 90, you start going backward-I was just 92 the other day.  But a 

strange things happens when you make it over 100, you become a li#le kid again.  Did you know I’m 

100 and 1/2? 

F I N A N C I A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Newsletter Finance Information - as of April 2019 

Annual Budget Amount for 
Operating Expenses $ 124,888.34 

Monthly Budget Amount for 
Operating Expenses $ 10,407.36 

Total April Income $ 5,694.17 

Total April Expense $ 7,484.58 

Total YTD Income $ 26,287.85 

Total YTD Expense $ 36,334.23 
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T H E S E  A R E  A  F E W  O F  M Y  F A V O R I T E  H Y M N S … … …  

Beginning in mid-May you will be able to offer your favorite hymn sugges�ons for our use in worship 

this summer when the choir is on its well-deserved break.  These selec�ons can come from our Unit-

ed Methodist Hymnal, from The Faith We Sing, or from another source. 

If you have favorites that are not in our two hymn books, please make sure to note that on your 

hymn form so that our organist, Debbie Greim, or Pastor Elizabeth can find them for our use this sum-

mer. 

E V E N I N G  C I R C L E  

Our next mee�ng will be Tuesday, May 7th at the church.   

 

I am happy to say that Officer Jason St. Pierre of the Lisbon PD will be our guest speaker who will 

be bringing his police dog, Moxie for a demonstra�on.  Mee�ng starts at 6:30 with program to fol-

low, star�ng at 7:00.  Anyone wishing to see this demonstra�on, please join us at 7:00. 

 

Our group is currently working on a mission project with the help of the quil�ng group from 

MTM.  The other a"ernoon, several of us met to cut out the project before delivering to the sew-

ing group who will assemble this project which will eventually be shipped to Hai�.   

 

Carolyn Jones 
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May 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1-Pastor Eliza-

beth @ Mis-

sion U training 

2-Pastor Eliza-

beth @ Mission 

U training 

3-Pastor Eliza-

beth @ Mission 

U Training 

LACO Food 

Drive @Food 

City 

4-Pastor Eliza-

beth @ Mis-

sion U Training 

LACO Food 

Drive @ Food 

City 

5-Stewardship 

Sunday 2/ ho-

ly Communion 

General Con-

ference Con-

versation, 

Brunswcick 

UMC, 2-4p.m. 

6-Widows’ 

group lunch, 

12 noon 

 

Outreach, 1:30 

p.m. 

7-Choir re-

hearsal, 6:30 

p.m. 

 

Evening Circle, 

6:30 p.m.  

8-Bible Study 

@ Pam Wolfe’s 

1-:00 a.m. 

Finance Com-

mittee, 6:30 

p.m. 

9-District cler-

gy @ Mechu-

wana, 9:30 

a.m. 

10-Plant sale 

set up 

11-Annual 

Plant & Bake 

sale 9-1 

12-

Consecration 

Sunday 

Mother’s day 

13 14-LACO 

Board of Direc-

tors, 

Choir rehears-

al, 6:30 p.m. 

15-Pastor Eliz-

abeth on vaca-

tion 

Afternoon Cir-

cle, 11:30 

16-Pastor Eliz-

abeth on vaca-

tion 

17-Pastor Eliz-

abeth on vaca-

tion 

18-Pastor Eliz-

abeth on vaca-

tion 

19-Pastor Eliz-

abeth on vaca-

tion 

Sunday Wor-

ship 

20-Pastor Eliz-

abeth on va-

caiton 

21-Choir re-

hearsal, 6:30 

p.m. 

Discovering 

the Possibili-

ties, 6:30  

22-SPRC, 6:30 

p.m. 

23-Bible Study 

@ Pam 

Wolfe’s, 10:00 

a.m. 

24 25-Bean    

Supper 

26 27-Memorial  

Day 

No office hours 

 

28 29 30-Bible Study 

@ Pam 

Wolfe’s, 10:00 

a.m.  

31  

Office Hours: 

Monday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon              

Thursday 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath Day 
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L i s b o n  U n i t e d   

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

14 School Street 

Lisbon Falls, Maine 04252 

(207)353-4982 

 

Sunday Worship Service 

 

Sunday Worship  

9:30 a.m. 

 

Experienced people are ready to provide nursery 

care for infants.   

Please speak with a greeter. 

 

 

Office Hours: Monday  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Thursday  1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Other �mes available by appointment 

Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath day 

 

Office Phone Number: 353-4982 

Parsonage Phone Number: 407-4406  

Important Contacts: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith 

pastor@lisbonumchurch.org 

 

Organist & Choir Director: Debbie Greim 

576-8527  dmusicnote@myfairpoint.net 

 

Lay Leader: Sue White 

sdwhite071154@gmail.com 

 

Newsle#er Editor: Erica Soie# 

212-3713 esoie#@roadrunner.com 

 

Custodian: Shane Soie# 

212-8316  ssoie#@roadrunner.com 

 

Webmaster: Clyde Cavender 

353-5906 ccavender1@roadrunner.com 


