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                                     What God Says 

 

      I opened my copy of Eugene Peterson’s modern Biblical transla�on, The Mes-

sage, one morning recently and saw that I had turned to Psalm 146.  Like so many of 

the psalms, this one also begins with words of praise:  “Oh my soul, praise God!  All 

my life long I’ll praise God, singing songs to my God as long as I live.”  That’s a good 

reminder for us.  So o-en we get bogged down in the daily cares and concerns of 

life that we forget to even give thanks to God for the blessing of that day. 

      The line is this psalm, however, that stayed with me throughout the day and 

from then on is this:  “God always does what he says….”  I find great comfort and 

assurance in that verse.  

      We live in a crazy world in many respects.  The pace is fast and seems to be 

ge2ng faster with each passing year.  When an event occurs, we’re not sure if 

we’re ge2ng the whole story – or even the correct story – from the media – who, 

on the other hand, o-en tell us more than we care to know.  It’s hard to figure out 

what is real some days. 

       But one thing is for certain and needs no ques�oning:  “God always does what 

he says.”   God takes care of us, showers grace upon us, relates to us with mercy 

and jus�ce, and loves us without condi�on.  God wants the best for us.  And, when 

we find it hard to make sense of the day’s events, we know that God doesn’t cause 

the hardships of life; rather, God is faithful and “always does what he says.”  God 

hurts with us and for us, God is there for us. 

        It is my prayer that each of you experiences the powerful presence of God at 

work in your lives each day, that you feel God always doing what God says – and 

that is, taking care of you. 

         

                                                                 God’s blessings, 

   

                                                    Pastor Elizabeth                            
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He made the moon 

to mark the seasons; 

the sun knows its 

�me for se�ng.  

 

  Psalm 104:19 

 

 

L A C O  

   Thank you to everyone who contributed to the school supplies for LA-

CO.  So many children in Lisbon, Durham, and Bowdoin went back to 

school with new backpacks and school supplies.  Our church donated 287 

pieces or packages of school supplies, including 20 backpacks, 27 packages 

of pencils, 38 sets of markers, 60 sets of colored pencils, 46 boxes of cray-

ons, 45 notebooks, and other assorted school supplies.  You put many 

smiles on the faces of our kids and their parents. 

  The new LACO hours are Wednesdays from 5-7 and Thursdays and Satur-

days from 8-10.  LACO serves families from Lisbon, Durham, and Bowdoin 

in the food pantry.  Anyone can come to the clothing bank. 

The clothing bank only is closed the second Wednesday of each month. 

    LACO will be doing their fall food drive, boBle drive and bake sale on Fri-

day, October 4th, from 8-6 and on Saturday, October 5th, from 8-3 at Food 

City.  If you are willing to bake something, it can be dropped off at the 

Food Pantry from 8-10 on Thursday or dropped off at Food City on either 

Friday or Saturday.  Food items needed are juice, cereal, soups, mac and 

cheese, granola bars, crackers, and canned fruits and vegetables. 

    Thank you again for all the support you give to our families.  As the 

changes in the SNAP food stamp program take place, over 11,000 and 

9,000 elderly will be affected by the changes.  More families in Maine will 

need to visit their local food pantries. 

 

    Pastor Elizabeth, Do2e, Jim, and Carol 

F I N A N C I A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Newsletter Finance Information - as of September 2019 

Annual Budget Amount for 
Operating Expenses $ 124,888.34 
Monthly Budget Amount for 
Operating Expenses $ 10,407.36 

Total September Income $ 5,385.84 

Total September Expense $ 4,723.27 

Total YTD Income $ 72,722.55 

Total YTD Expense $ 78,424.22 
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S P E I C A L  O F F E R I N G  O N  W O R L D  C O M M U N I O N  S U N D A Y  

M E C H U W A N A  H A R V E S T  S U P P E R  A N D  C R A F T  F A I R  

F O U R T H  A N N U A L  5 K ,  A N O T H E R  H U G E  S U C C E S S !  

Our Outreach CommiBee will have envelopes in the worship bulle�ns on Sunday, October 6 for a special 

offering for the vic�ms of Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas.  Thank you for your generosity for those 

working hard to put the pieces together and move on with their lives a-er this devasta�ng weather. 

Once again this year there will be a harvest supper at Mechuwana, our UM camp in Winthrop.  The 

date is Sunday, November 3
rd

; supper will be served from 4:30 to 6:00 pm in the dining commons.  

NEW this year will be the cra- fair held prior to supper beginning at 3:00 pm.  Suggested dona�on for 

the meal is $7 for adults and $4 ages 5-11.  All supper dona�ons will be matched by a generous donor 

and all the money raised will help to support upgrades to the beloved oldest building at the camp, 

the Lodge. 

    LUMC’s Fourth Annual Neighbors Helping Neighbors 5K run/walk held on September 14th was 

another HUGE success.  Generous individuals and area businesses supported our efforts again this 

year.  The exact amount of the proceeds is s�ll being determined but we hope to share between 

$800 and $900 each with the LACO food pantry and Tedford Shelter's Warm Thy Neighbor program.  

We are grateful to everyone from the church who helped in any way; your assistance was invalua-

ble.   

      A special thank you is due the members of the 5K Planning Team who have worked for months 

to organize the event and secure sponsorships. Everyone paid aBen�on to the many details to 

make this event a success.  Thank you Trudy Duval, Carolyn Jones, Dean Logan, Monica McCusker, 

Martha Palmer, and Sue White for your hard work! 

     Special thanks to our business sponsors: L & B Electrical Contractors,  Aubuchon’s Hardware, An-

gelo’s Pizza, Lisbon Community Federal Credit Union, Frank’s Pub, Bush’s Bushes, Cra-cars.com, 

WQRY106.com, Adept Screen Prin�ng, Tim’s Property Maintenance, Haggerty Realty, Maloy’s Yard 

Care, Black Bear Ladder, BBB Pharmaceu�cal Alterna�ves, and Don’s Automo�ve.   Out of love and 

with respect, Earthgrooming, the name of Dean Cornish’s company, was listed on our t-shirt again 

this year; we are grateful for the sponsorship he gave to our 5K each year. 

A F T E R N O O N  C I R C L E  

A-ernoon Circle will be going on a mystery ride for the October ou�ng, since I have yet to decide 

where would be a good place to go.  Date will be October 15th, that’s a Tuesday again!  Please let me 

know if you would like to join us, at that �me, I will be disclosing the loca�on of the restaurant.  We 

will be leaving the church parking lot at 11:30.  If anyone has any sugges�ons of a different place to 

eat, please let me know your ideas. 

 

Carolyn Jones 

353-8691  
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W O R S H I P  C O M M I T T E E  

LUMC Mission Statement: 

“The Lisbon United Methodist Church welcomes, nurtures, and serves all          

 people with the love of Christ.” 

The Worship CommiBee met Sept 8th. The group currently consists of Pastor Elizabeth, Sue 

White, Debbie Greim, Debbie Crosman, and Ella Mae Packard (when she is in Lisbon). With 

Glenys Gardner depar�ng to Florida, our group has become quite small. We welcome anyone 

who has ideas concerning worship. This includes decor in the sanctuary, our order of worship, 

music, and volunteers such as lay readers, greeters, and ushers. If we are working on a 

project, such as ge2ng ready for a seasonal celebra�on, we welcome your input. 

The group agreed to put the introit back into the order of worship now that the choir has started 

back up. The introit sets the tone for the worship service, welcoming God into our presence and 

se2ng our hearts in praise of God’s love. 

Our October series will be “Living Faith in the Everyday”. We will come together to celebrate 

and learn how we can apply the teachings of Jesus to our everyday lives. As your Worship 

CommiBee chair and Lay Leader, I will focus on the area of prayer. This was your most valued 

subject in the surveys you filled out. I hope to help us come together living in the spirit of 

prayer. 

October 20th is Laity Sunday. I will be preaching and a couple of people have volunteered to 

par�cipate in the service. If you would like to take part in this service, please let me know. God 

appreciates every contribu�on to worship, according to every person’s gi-s. 

November 3rd is All Saints Day. We will celebrate the lives of the saints of our church with the 

ligh�ng of candles as the names are read. If you have someone you would like men�oned 

please let Pastor Elizabeth or I know and we will honor them. 

November 10th is our church conference. We have the honor of hearing our district 

superintendent, Rev. Dr. Karen Munson, share the message in worship that day. God has 

given her the gi- of preaching, and we will have the privilege of hearing her words. 

November 24th will be music Sunday. We are so blessed to have Debbie Griem to share her 

talents with us. 

We will be decora�ng for Advent on December 1st at 3pm. Please join us for this church family 

event. The crea�vity really flows when we are all together. 

Dear Lord, 

Thank you for the opportunity to do your work and share our gi-s as a congrega�on. Be with us 

and inspire us as we worship you. 

Amen. 

 

Prayerfully SubmiBed, 

Sue White, Chairperson 
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B I R T H D A Y  W I S H E S     

L O O K I N G  A H E A D :   A N N U A L  C H U R C H  C O N F E R E N C E    

LUMC’s annual church conference will be held on Sunday morning, November 10 with our District Su-

perintendent, the Rev. Dr. Karen Munson officia�ng.  The Staff/Parish Rela�ons CommiBee will meet 

with Karen bright and early at 8:00 am; then we will share worship with DS Karen preaching for us. 

A-er worship, a light lunch will be served and then our conference will begin.  All are encouraged to 

aBend to support the work of our church and its many ministries. 

 

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you wish to have a report included in the church conference booklet, please make 

sure that it is in the church office no later than November 3rd. Reports may be sent electronically to 

pastor@lisbonumchurch.org or turned in, in paper form. 

A L L  S A I N T S ’  D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N  

     All Saints’ Day, which is November 1
st

, will be celebrated on Sunday, November 3rd this year.  We 

will remember our church family members, loved ones, and friends who have died IN THE LAST YEAR 

as we worship and give thanks to God for each of them.  If you would like a name included on the 

special insert to be included in the bulle�n, please complete the form below; the deadline is October 

27. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please include my loved one(s) on the All Saints’ Day remembrance list: 

 

Name(s) to Be Listed:     

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________    

 

Your name:   __________________________________________________ 

 

Happy Birthday to the following church members celebra�ng a birthday in October!  

  

 2nd: Dana Morgan    15th: Chuck Male�ch 

  Sean Wile     Pam Wolfe 

 6th: Linda Cummings   24th: Devin Knight 

  Alexander Hall     

 8th: Donald Knight    30th: Art Stambach 

 10th: Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith   Gail Twigg 

 11th: Caliyah Duncan   31st: Chad Cornish 
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C H R I S T M A S  F A I R  

Mark your calendars as you won’t want to miss our annual Christmas Fair and Silent auc�on. This year 

we will open the doors for a Sneak Peek, Friday, Nov. 8
th

; 5-7 pm. Saturday, Nov. 9
th

 the sale will take 

place from 9 am to 2 pm.  

To ensure a successful event we’ll need lots of volunteers beginning with the planning. Thanks to all 

who aBended the mee�ng last week. It is with input from others, that makes the event bigger and 

beBer each year.  

The decision was made not to have any trash and treasures or recycled Christmas items this year. We 

feel we can beBer u�lize the space in other ways.  

I know there are folks reading this newsleBer that don’t think they are “cra-y”. Think outside the 

box!!! Put together a ready to give gi1.  Themed baskets make great gi-s for all members of the fami-

ly. A sta�onary basket which could include a few stamps, gree�ng cards, note cards, and sta�onary 

makes a perfect gi- for an elderly person. Do you have a chef in the family? Put together a bar-b-que 

basket; right now you can find some great buys on grilling supplies. We all love our pets. A basket that 

includes a new fleece blanket, a few dog biscuits and a toy would make a great gi-. Need more ideas? 

Just ask me! One thing to keep in mind is to keep the baskets affordable. Watch for sale items that 

you could include.  

If you are one of those cra-y people, price your own cra-s. Only YOU know what the value of the item 

is. I have lots of cra- materials and ideas that I would love to share if you need some help ge2ng 

started.  

Businesses and friends have generously donated some preBy amazing items for our Silent Auc�on ta-

ble. Looking for an adventure? We have a white water ra-ing trip for two, courtesy of Maine Country 

Rivers, a night’s stay at Maine Forest Yurts, a family of 4 gi- pass for Monkey C Monkey Do in Wis-

casset. Casco Bay Lines has donated a Mail boat run cruise for two and we’ve got Story Land passes. 

The Bates Mill Store and Maine Woolens have donated beau-

�ful blankets. We’ve also received gi- cards to your favorite 

restaurants; Davinci’s, The Red Barn, GriBy’s. These are just a 

few of the many items we have received to date.  If you know 

of a business or individual that would like to join us in this 

venture, I’d be happy to get you a dona�on request leBer to 

give to them.  

As you can see our Christmas Fair/Silent Auc�on is gearing up 

to be a fantas�c event that you will not want to miss. Watch 

for the volunteer list that we’ll be circula�ng in the coming 

weeks and be thinking of how you would like to be part of this 

fun event. In the mean�me, start spreading the word!! 

 

Trudy Duval 

Event Chairperson 
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Lisbon United    
Methodist Church 

Elf Magic    
Christmas Fair 

& 

Silent Auction 
14 School Street, Lisbon Falls 

Friday November 
8th 
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
              & 
Saturday November 
9th 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
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G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R  

Hello, 

I am con�nuing my ar�cles on prayer based on the book Concerning Prayer by Mary Kathryn 

Pearce. I hope you find them helpful as you work to enrich your prayer life. 

 

Rev. Pearce reminds us that prayer must be at the center of our being. Jesus instructed the 

disciples in prayer and we can learn from their example. 

 

When we are seeking to improve our prayer life, we are what is known as spiritually hungry. Our 

souls are reaching out to be in rela�onship with God and each other. As we con�nue in our 

prayer life, God is revealed to us. 

 

We may express this reaching out in many ways: music, art, study, and worship. It is then that a 

rela�onship with God begins to form and grow. God is always there, just wai�ng for us to reach 

out. 

 

If you are having trouble remembering to pray, there are a few acronyms that may help. 

ASAP-always say a prayer 

PUSH-pray un�l something happens 

FROG-fully rely on God 

PRAYER-pslaming, reconciling, adoring, yielding, entrea�ng, realizing 

PRAY-praise, repent, ask for others, ask for yourself 

 

Teilhard de Chardin defined prayer as the center of centers. It is the opening and offering of the 

mind, heart, and soul in a con�nual conversa�ons with God. Personally, I relate to the 

conversa�on idea of prayer. If you are a person (like me) who talks to themselves of muBers 

under their breath, direct those thoughts to God. Even a simple “Help!” is heard by our 

rescuing God. 

 

You will hear Pastor Elizabeth speak in October on “Living Faith in the Everyday”. Prayer is a 

big part of that. Our thoughts and deeds each day are prayers, us living out our faith. In this 

way, prayer becomes ac�on, not just an inward act. 

 

I am reminded of the hymn, “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”. This is the priority of prayer. 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and then all these things will be added unto you. 

 

Our prayer life goes through many stages. You may recognize them: pe��on-I need something, 

bargaining-I’ll do something for you if you help me out of this jam. As we grow in our prayer 

life, our prayers develop into par�cipa�on with God and God’s crea�on. We develop a 

rela�onship with God that brings wholeness and companionship. 

         Con�nued on page 9 
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G R E E T I N G S ,  C o n t .  

Some�mes our prayer life includes medita�on or pondering. This brings us to a �me of 

apprecia�on of God’s works, honest confession of our faults, and the need for forgiveness. It’s 

not always easy to make the �me and space for these �mes of centering. Our lives are 

extremely busy and noisy. Finding the balance that allows medita�on takes prac�ce and 

discipline. We can do this one step at a �me un�l it becomes part of our lives. 

 

One thing that may help with the discipline of prayer is to create a prayer book, or journal. If you 

like to do cra- projects, you can cut out or draw scenes that give you peace and help you focus. 

These could be nature scenes, pictures of children, or pictures of animals. 

If you’re not the cra-y type, just a notebook that you can make entries in could help. 

If you’re at a loss for words, I find it helpful to go to the psalms and just read. It’s amazing how 

many of them are about you! 

 

Psalm 75 says, We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks, for your Name is near; people 

tell of your wonderful deeds……. 

I encourage you to read the rest! 

 

I give thanks to all of you and the wonderful things you do in God’s name. Amen 

 

Prayerfully submiBed, 

Sue White 

E V E N I N G  C I R C L E  

We had a very successful luncheon on September 16 at the church with the ladies from the 

Quil�ng group from MTM, our 

guests.  These ladies helped us complete a 

mission project with their talents, to help 

young girls in Hai�, by sewing personal care 

products.  These were mailed to a church in 

Ohio, who will ship our efforts along with 

theirs to Hai�.  We had a good group, 17 in 

all, and we all enjoyed a soup and salad 

lunch.  Included is a photo of some of us in 

the dining room. 

 

Our next Evening Circle mee�ng will be Oc-

tober 1st at the home of Gwen Rioux, 

mee�ng starts at 6:30 PM.  All are welcome 

to aBend. 

 

Carolyn Jones 

President 
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Painting with Harleigh Painting with Harleigh Painting with Harleigh Painting with Harleigh     

Fundraiser for LUMCFundraiser for LUMCFundraiser for LUMCFundraiser for LUMC    
Where a painting is brought to life by you and is as unique as the person Where a painting is brought to life by you and is as unique as the person Where a painting is brought to life by you and is as unique as the person Where a painting is brought to life by you and is as unique as the person 

painting it!painting it!painting it!painting it!    

 
Join us at Lisbon United Methodist Church on Saturday, Join us at Lisbon United Methodist Church on Saturday, Join us at Lisbon United Methodist Church on Saturday, Join us at Lisbon United Methodist Church on Saturday,     

October 12October 12October 12October 12thththth    at 3pm.at 3pm.at 3pm.at 3pm.    

Take some 3me for yourself and come create this beau3ful 

pain3ng.  Bring your friends & family and enjoy a relaxing   

a1ernoon. 

 

Spacing is limited so secure your spot by making your $30 payment by 10/5/19 via 
PayPay paypal.me/mreeox, or reach out to Gwen at 353-6814 or 

 gwennierioux@gmail.com 

 

There will be refreshments & door prizes!There will be refreshments & door prizes!There will be refreshments & door prizes!There will be refreshments & door prizes!    
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Office Hours: 

Monday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon                   Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath Day 

Thursday 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.      Other �mes available by appointment 

October 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1-Choir re-

hearsal, 6:30 

p.m. 

Evening Circle 

@ Gwen Ri-

oux’s, 6:30 pm 

2-Finance 

Committee, 

6:30 p.m. 

3-Bible study 

at Pam 

Wolfe’s, 10:00 

a.m. 

4-LACO food 

drive @ Food 

City, 8:00 a.m.-

6:00 p.m. 

5-LACO food 

drive @ Food 

City, 8:00a.m.-

3:00 p.m. 

Grazi to Go 

Italian dinner 

5:00 & 6:30 

p.m. 

6-World Com-

munion Sun-

day-Special 

offering for 

victims of Hur-

ricane Dorian 

Nomination 

Committee, 

11:00 a.m. 

7-Outreach 

Committee, 

4:00 p.m. 

8-LACO Board 

meeting @ 

Friends Meet-

inghouse, 9:00 

a.m. 

Discovering 

the Possibili-

ties, 6:30 p.m. 

9-Bible Study 

@ Pam 

Wolfe’s, 10:00 

a.m. 

Choir rehears-

al, 6:30 p.m. 

10-District 

Ministry Day @ 

Mechuwana, 

9:30 a.m. 

11 12-Fall Paint 

Party fundrais-

er, 3:00 p.m. 

13-Morning 

Worship 

Church Coun-

cil, 6:00 p.m. 

14-Holiday 

 

No office hours 

15-Afternoon 

Circle lunch, 

11:30 a.m. 

16-Choir re-

hearsal, 6:30 

p.m. 

17-Bible study 

@ Pam 

Wolfe’s, 10:00 

a.m. 

18 19-District re-

source day, 

Auburn UMC, 

9:00a.m.-4:00 

p.m. 

20-Laity Sun-

day 

21 22-Choir re-

hearsal, 6:30 

p.m. 

23-Discovering 

the Possibili-

ties, 6:30 p.m. 

24-Bible study 

@ Pam 

Wolfe’s, 10:00 

a.m. 

25 26-Public Bean 

Supper, 5:00 

p.m. 

27-Morning 

Worship 

28 29-Parsonage 

inspection, 

10:00 a.m. 

Choir rehears-

al, 6:30 p.m. 

30 31-Bible study 

@ Pam 

Wolfe’s, 10:00 

a.m. 
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L i s b o n  U n i t e d   

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

14 School Street 

Lisbon Falls, Maine 04252 

(207)353-4982 

 

Sunday Worship Service 
 

Sunday Worship  

9:30 a.m.  

 

Experienced people are ready to provide nursery 

care for infants.   

Please speak with a greeter. 

 

Office Hours: Monday  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Thursday  9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Other �mes available by appointment 

Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath day 

 

Office Phone Number: 353-4982 

Parsonage Phone Number: 407-4406  

Important Contacts: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith 

pastor@lisbonumchurch.org 

 

Organist & Choir Director: Debbie Greim 

576-8527  dmusicnote@myfairpoint.net 

 

Lay Leader: Sue White 

sdwhite071154@gmail.com 

 

NewsleBer Editor: Erica SoieB 

212-3713 esoieB@roadrunner.com 

 

Custodian: Shane SoieB 

212-8316  ssoieB@roadrunner.com 

 

Webmaster: Clyde Cavender 

353-5906 ccavender1@roadrunner.com 


