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          God’s Generosity         

        Each week in worship since the first of June our gospel readings have been tak-

en from the Book of Ma�hew.  Beginning with words from Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount and con!nuing through un!l our current readings in Ma�hew 21, we have 

heard Jesus teachings on our rela!onship to God, our own lives of faith, and our 

lives lived in community with our families, church family, and friends.  The lessons 

have been invaluable. 

        Recently we read one of my very favorite parables, that of the workers in the 

vineyard (Ma�hew 20.1-16).  The reason I like this parable so much is that it re-

minds us all of what God’s Kingdom really is like  -  when we ourselves get out of the 

way and cast aside our assump!ons and our own ways of thinking and being that 

we have decided are the only true ones.    

        So, consider these thoughts that I read recently.  The author writes, 

“It would be wonderful if these were the only assump!ons we made: 

 

         -  God loves me and all of crea!on deeply and profoundly. 

         -  I and all others are made in the image of God. 

         -  God’s generosity is beyond our wildest imagina!on. 

         -  There is nothing I can do to earn or deserve God’s generosity. 

 

And then she states, “How different our lives would be if we lived from those as-

sump!ons.”  To that we can all proclaim, “Amen.” 

        As human beings, we so o5en reflect the thoughts of those workers in the vine-

yard who had toiled all day long.  They wanted their fair share and we can under-

stand that.  But the point at which Jesus calls them out is when they begrudge those 

who have worked for a shorter period of !me ge7ng their share.  This parable leads 

us to ask ourselves: Why are we unable to celebrate another’s good fortune?  Why 

can’t we just celebrate our own and be grateful?  How come we think we should 

dictate how God’s generosity is shown?  Those are powerful and important ques-

!ons. 

                                                                                

 

                          

                                                                                             

Con!nued on Page 8 
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Therefore, if anyone 

is in Christ, he is a 

new crea�on; old 

things have passed 

away; behold, all 

things have become 

new. 

 

    2 Corinthians 5:17 

I N - P E R S O N  W O R S H I P  U P D A T E  

S P E C I A L  O F F E R I N G  O N  W O R L D  C O M M U N I O N  S U N D A Y   

 

LUMC Mission Statement: 

“The Lisbon United Methodist Church welcomes, nurtures, and serves all          

 people with the love of Christ.” 

   So far, so good!  That is how we can describe our in-person worship experi-

ence thus far.  THANK YOU to all who are a�ending and doing a great job of 

following the necessary protocols.  We all need to be flexible and your un-

derstanding in this unusual !me is greatly appreciated. 

    Just one reminder:  please do use the hand sani!zer available upon enter-

ing the back door.  This helps keep the stairway railing clean for all of us who 

are using it as we go up and down. 

    We offer HUGE thanks to Verne, our “video produc!on manager,” for all 

his work in con!nuing to offer our Facebook live stream worship each week.  

We remain connected as a church family with those who are unable or 

choose not to be with us in the sanctuary.  For those who are watching re-

motely, we appreciate your pa!ence with technology when things aren’t 

perfect with the live stream! 

     We will celebrate World Communion Sunday on October 4 and share the Sacrament together for 

the first !me since March.  There will also be a basket available at the back of the sanctuary for your 

offering taken at this !me each year.   

     According to the UMC website, “This offering supports diverse mix of na!onal and interna!onal 

ethnic young adults to make a global impact for Christ. Half of the offering benefits World Commun-

ion Scholarships for graduate students from the U.S. and other countries; the remainder assists Ethnic 

Scholarships for U.S. and interna!onal undergraduates studying in the U.S. and Ethnic In-Service 

Training. These funds are administered by the General Boards' of Higher Educa!on and Minis-

try and  Global Ministries.” 

      Thank you for your generous dona!ons to this special offering. 

A L L  S A I N T S ’  D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N  

All Saints’ Day, which is November 1
st

, falls on Sunday this year, allowing us to remember our church 

family members, loved ones, and friends who have died IN THE LAST YEAR as we worship and give 

thanks to God for each of them.  If you would like a name included on the list that will be added to 

the weekly worship bulle!n, please call (407-4406) or email  (pastor@lisbonumchurch.org) Pastor 
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L A Y  L E A D E R  

I am so happy that fall is here. I love the weather and the beau!ful colors. God’s glory surely is 

evident! Thanks be to God. 

I have had and will have a few things on my agenda. I just finished the study on racism using 

the book White Fragility . I plan to con!nue to share things I have learned and con!nue to learn 

as I explore systemic racism in our world. How to be an An!-Racist will be my next book. The 

Bishop will be conduc!ng a study in November. I’ll let you know when I find out the details. 

New England Annual Conference ac!vi!es are coming up. By the !me you read this I will have 

a�ended the laity session on September 26th. I will be a�ending the pre conference session on 

October 3rd, the Laity Address on October 8th, and Annual Conference on October 17th. All of 

this will be virtual, as you may have guessed. I will update you next month on the news I 

receive from these mee!ngs. 

Laity Sunday is October 18th. I will plan to lead worship that day. Feel free to give me any 

input on what you would like to see happen, and I will try to work out a way to incorporate any of 

your wishes (safely, that is). 

You might be wondering what God has to say about racism. Here are some Bible passages 

that will give you the answer: 

Genesis 1:27 God created humankind in God’s image, in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them. 

Gala!ans 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus. 

Acts 8:26-38 Philip and the Ethiopian (African). I’ll let you look this up and read it rather than 

taking up a lot of space here. 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, 

mighty and awesome, who shows no par!ality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of 

the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. And you are to 

love those who are aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt. 

1 Corinthians 12:13 For we are all bap!zed by one Spirit into one body-whether Jews or 

Greeks, slave or free-and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

Revela!on 7:9-10 A5er this I looked and there before me was a great mul!tude that no one 

could count, from every na!on, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in 

front of the Lamb. 

They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried 

out in a loud voice: “Salva!on belongs to our Gold, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

Acts 2 Read the whole chapter. Note the many peoples speaking many languages. They must 

have been all colors, too. 

On the lighter side, did you hear about that Bri!sh WWII veteran, Captain Tom Moore, who was 

knighted by Queen Elizabeth? At age 100, he raised millions for the UK’s Na!onal Health 

Service by walking laps in his backyard using his walker! This man is a great inspira!on for us 

all. 

Have a wonderful month, and remember, God loves you all. You are God’s beloved. 

Sue White 
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B I R T H D A Y  W I S H E S     

L O O K I N G  A H E A D  

LOOKING AHEAD:   LUMC’s annual church conference will be held on Thursday, November 18 with our 

District Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Karen Munson officia!ng.  Per the requirement of our Bishop, this 

will be a Zoom mee!ng beginning at 6:00 pm.  A link for the mee!ng will be made available as the date 

nears.  

    In addi!on to the members of the church council, all who are interested are encouraged to “a�end” 

to support the work of our church and its many ministries.  If you are without a Zoom connec!on, 

please let the pastor or Dean Logan know and we will help you connect via phone with someone who 

will be a�ending. 

 

*PLEASE NOTE:   For right now we will limit the reports to only those needed for the conference.  Pastor 

Elizabeth will be in touch with the individuals who are responsible for them early in October.  Then, 

a5er the first of the new year, we will create a report booklet for ourselves and have complete reports 

for 2020.  If you have ques!ons about this, please ask the pastor. 

Happy Birthday to the following people who celebrate a birthday in October!  

 

2nd: Sean Wile    15th: Pam Wolfe 

6th: Alex Hall    30th: Art Stambach 

10th:  Elizabeth J Bachelder Smith  31st: Chad Cornish 

11th:   Caliyah Duncan        
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E V E N I N G  C I R C L E     

A5er a very successful first a�empt at a Drive-thru bean 

supper, it was voted at our last mee!ng to try again on 

September 26th, this !me, increasing the amount of 

food prepared, in an!cipa!on of having a sell out 

a�endance again.  Discussion at our last mee!ng was 

how to “do be�er” at the second supper.  We learned a 

few things and hopefully the September supper will 

happen without any hitches!   

 

The ladies were also asked to prepare and serve light 

refreshments a5er the outside Memorial Service for 

Dave Clark.  Cookies and beverages were served behind 

the bandstand, a5er the service.  Thanks to all who 

helped make this happen. 

 

Our next mee!ng will be held on Sunday, October 4th, 

directly a5er the worship service, downstairs in our 

mee!ng room.  A5er the business mee!ng, if !me al-

lows, we will con!nue with our mission project. 

 

Carolyn Jones, President 
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  P O S S I B I L I T E S   

In the United States 18% of people over the age of 65 live alone; in the town of Lisbon that percentage 

is higher with 27% of seniors over the age of 65 are living alone.  According to a recent ar!cle published 

by Medicare Advantage, senior isola/on is one of the biggest threats to the health of America’s seniors. 

It’s a health risk that’s not o5en discussed, but at least 25% of seniors over the age of 65 live with it. 

The physical, mental and emo!onal effects can be devasta!ng. Studies show that blood pressure and 

stress levels are significantly higher in isolated seniors; social isola!on o5en leads to bad health habits 

such as drinking in excess, neglec!ng the need for physical ac!vity and poor diets. Senior isola!on has 

drama!cally increased due to COVID-19.  Many older adults who remain in their home have been 

forced to go without important social interac!on, as restaurants, stores and religious services have all 

been cancelled.  

There are many reasons why seniors are aging alone and facing isola!on. Family dynamics have 

changed; divorce rates have nearly doubled over the past 40 years, adults who never married are at an 

all-!me high according to the most recent US Census, and birth rates have decreased since the baby 

boomer genera!on, leaving many of today’s seniors childless and alone. Neighborhoods have changed. 

While many seniors choose to remain in their own homes, the community around them has changed. 

Friends have moved or passed away, young families move into those homes but have busy lives and 

may not reach out to their elderly neighbors. Schooling and job opportuni!es have taken the children of 

today’s seniors all over the world; not returning to the town where an aging parent lives. When aging 

adults lose their ability to drive, available transporta!on is not available in many communi!es leaving 

them unable to get to the store, appointments, etc.  

How can we help with this growing threat?  

  

 Offer encouragement; as we age our bodies no longer let us do all the things we once were able 

to do. Encourage seniors to focus on what they can s!ll do. They may not be able to walk 3 miles 

every day, but they could probably s!ll walk to the street corner.  

 

 Par!cipate in our “card program”; nursing homes and assisted living centers are s!ll closed to 

visitors or have very limited visita!on rules. Cards and notes of encouragement are greatly ap-

preciated.  

 

 Stop by for a quick visit; a five minute visit will certainly be welcomed and may be the only 

friendly face the senior may see for days. Many seniors u!lize the help of a caretaker. And while 

a caretaker can do the laundry and fix meals, they may not always be able to offer a meaningful 

rela!onship with deep conversa!on and connec!on.  

 

 If considering giving a senior an “electronic device” to stay connected, first ask if they want one. 

If the answer is no, be respecWul. Not every senior has or wants to be “connected by technolo-

gy”. If the answer is yes, teach them how to use it. Don’t expect the “owner’s manual” to pro-

vide the informa!on they need.  
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 Offer transporta!on to a senior. Lisbon Connec!on is a public transporta!on system spon-

sored by the Town of Lisbon and run by Western Maine Transporta!on Services. While the 

bus provides five daily round trips from Lisbon to Lewiston, the schedule or bus stops are not 

always convenient for many seniors.   

 

 Suggest visi!ng a local animal shelter and adop!ng a pet. If the senior isn’t looking for a long 

term commitment, suggest fostering a pet. Greater Androscoggin Humane Society or the 

Coastal Humane Society are great resources if looking to adopt or foster a pet. Senior dogs 

and cats make wonderful companions for senior ci!zens.  

 

 Pick up the phone and call a senior. During these trying !mes, a phone call is always wel-

comed by those folks living alone.  

 

If you know of any senior living alone who is dealing with social isola!on, reach out to them. They 

will appreciate the gesture and you will find it very rewarding.  

 

Meals and Cards 

Even though the pandemic kept us apart for six months, we’ve been busy being “the church”. With 

your help we have delivered more than 500 gree!ng cards to folks who are in nursing homes or as-

sisted living centers and have delivered approximately 120 light meals to some well deserving sen-

iors. We have received some wonderful thank you notes. Below are some on the kind words we 

have received. 

“Thank you so much for thinking of us and your kind words, Stay well!” 

“What a lovely and though0ul gesture.” 

“Thank you all so much for the wonderful cards for our residents. I can assure you that the cards 

brought smiles to our residents.” 

“These li1le unexpected surprises bring smiles.” 

“I appreciate your kindness and though0ulness for the gi3 bag of a delicious lunch and goodies.” 

“Many thanks for the bog of goodies! What a kind thing to do.” 

 

Trudy Duval 

On behalf of the Discovering the Possibili!es team 

D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  P O S S I B I L I T E S ,  C o n t .  
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F R O M  Y O U R  P A S T O R ,  C O N T .  

       I hope we will take some !me on a quiet autumn day to reflect upon the assump!ons shared 

above and on these ques!ons.  Life in our society is so very conten!ous right now and the answers to 

these ques!ons can either add to the sense of conten!on that we feel or, preferably, we can begin to 

focus on God’s generous love for us and others and find the sense of peace and calm that we all need 

right now.  

       As followers of Jesus Christ, we all want to strive to be God’s Kingdom people, working to take on 

God’s values and Jesus’ example and leave our own human, earthly thoughts and behaviors behind.  

May God guide us and bless us on this journey. 

 

                                                                   

       God’s blessings, 

                                                                        

   Pastor Elizabeth 

First ever Drive Through Supper 

was a HUGE success! 

 

Thank you, to Diane Allen for 

sharing her pictures with us! 
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Office Hours: 

Monday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon                   Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath Day 

Thursday 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.      Other !mes available by appointment 

 

October 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1-Bible study 

@Pam Wolfe’s 

Home, 10:00 

a.m. 

2 3 

4-Worship in 

person and FB 

live stream, 

9:30 

World Com-

munion  Sun-

day 

5-Widows’ 

group lunch, 

12 noon 

 

Outreach, 1:00 

p.m. 

6 7 8-Bible study 

@ Pam Wlofe’s 

home, 10:00 

a.m. 

9 10 

11-Worship in 

person and FB 

live stream, 

9:30  

12 13 14-Bible study 

@ Pam Wolfe’s 

home, 10:00 

a.m. 

15 16 17-NE Annual 

Conference 

session, via 

ZOOM, 9:00 

a.m. 

18-Worship in 

person and FB 

live stream, 

9:30 

Nominating 

Committee, 

following wor-

ship 

19 20 21 22-Bible study 

@ Pam Wolfe’s 

home, 10:00 

a.m. 

23 24-Drive 

through Bean 

Supper, 

4:30pm 

25-Worship in 

person and FB 

live stream, 

9:30  

26 27 28 29-Bible study 

@ Pam Wolfe’s 

home, 10:00 

a.m. 

30 31 
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L i s b o n  U n i t e d   

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

14 School Street 

Lisbon Falls, Maine 04252 

(207)353-4982 

 

Sunday Worship Service 

 

Sunday Worship  

9:30 a.m.  

 

Experienced people are ready to provide nursery 

care for infants.   

Please speak with a greeter. 

 

Office Hours: Monday  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Thursday  9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Other �mes available by appointment 

Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath day 

 

Office Phone Number: 353-4982 

Parsonage Phone Number: 407-4406  

Important Contacts: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith 

pastor@lisbonumchurch.org 

 

Organist & Choir Director: Debbie Greim 

576-8527  dmusicnote@myfairpoint.net 

 

Lay Leader: Sue White 

sdwhite071154@gmail.com 

 

Newsle�er Editor: Erica Soie� 

212-3713 esoie�@roadrunner.com 

 

Custodian: Shane Soie� 

212-8316  ssoie�@roadrunner.com 

 

Public Rela!ons & Web Info: Monica McCusker 

754-9569 mainefyfer@yahoo.com 


