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O U T R E A C H   

A N D  M U C H  

M O R E !  

 

  

  

                                 The Kingdom of God Here?  Later?        
 

       Early in my appointment to Highland Avenue UMC in Gardiner years ago a parish-

ioner stopped me one day out in the Narthex to ask what my interpreta$on was of the 

phrase “Kingdom of God.”  I breathed a sigh of relief at his ques$on because, believe 

me, clergy get nervous when certain theological or Biblical ques$ons are asked on the 

spot.  All of a sudden we may have to dredge up all of our seminary educa$on in order 

to answer correctly and with confidence!  

       I responded by saying that my understanding was that the Kingdom of God will be 

our inheritance as faithful followers of Jesus Christ.  This is the Kingdom into which we 

will be welcomed on that day when we see Jesus face-to-face.  It will be that place 

which we are unable to fully create in this world, that is, a place of jus$ce and equali-

ty, of uncondi$onal grace and love.  Knowing that such perfec$on awaits us helps us 

to remain steadfast in living hope-filled lives.  The gentleman with whom I was talking 

nodded and then con$nued to look at me as if to say, “And……….”  Like me, he knew 

there was more to be said.  That wasn’t all!  

      The Kingdom of God is also what we strive for before that $me, what we work for 

as faithful followers of Jesus Christ on our earthly journeys. 

In our discipleship we look to the example of Jesus who lived out what it means to be 

God’s “Kingdom people.”  In all of his teachings and healings, in the ways that he loved 

and cared for others, Jesus exemplified what the Kingdom life will one day be like. We 

won’t be able to recreated Jesus’ 

example perfectly; there was and is no one like him but we can devote 

ourselves to always be heading in the right direc$on. 

       Being faithful to a Kingdom life doesn’t happen on its own but is made easier and 

more meaningful when we prac$ce the spiritual disciplines of worship, Scripture read-

ing, prayer, holy conversa$on, Holy Communion, and more.  As we reflect on our lives 

on behalf of the Kingdom of God, may this be our prayer: 

 

               “God of the ages, we are wai$ng:  wai$ng for grace, 

           wai$ng for peace, wai$ng for love, wai$ng for your realm.  

           But while we wait, pa$ent and loving God, strengthen our 

           faith that our wai$ng may be transformed into hope and 

           ac$on.  Help us to be faithful followers of Jesus who trust 

           your promise of life in this world and in the world which is 

 
 

 

Continued on Page 3 
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Now faith is the sub-

stance of things 

hoped for, the evi-

dence of things not 

seen.  

 

Hebrews 11:1 

S I T - I N  

With summer fast approaching and COVID-19 mandates being li=ed, many of 

us are planning vaca$ons and family gatherings. We are blessed to have com-

fortable homes, warm and dry beds to sleep in every night, plenty of food on 

our tables and weather appropriate clothing. While our lives and daily rou$nes 

get busier with the warmer weather, we must not forget the vulnerable youth 

in our communi$es who are unable to live with their families due to conflicts, 

who do not have enough to eat, those who do not have a comfortable bed to 

sleep in, or those youth who just need someone to talk to.  Since 1980 New Be-

ginnings has served runaway and homeless youth and families in crisis. Each 

year with the help of many organiza$ons like LUMC, collec$ons are organized 

to help meet the basic needs of these youth. The Outreach CommiAee has ex-

tended an invita$on to the congrega$on to par$cipate in their project of col-

lec$ng needed items for these kids. To assist the members of the Outreach 

commiAee with their efforts, a “sit-in” is being planned to bring awareness of 

homelessness among teens to our own community. Sound interes$ng? Watch 

for more informa$on.  

LUMC Mission Statement: 

“The Lisbon United Methodist Church welcomes, nurtures, and serves all          

 people with the love of Christ.” 

P A S T O R ’ S  V A C A T O I N  

    Pastor Elizabeth remains on vaca$on through June 6.  Please contact our Lay Leader, Sue White, with 

prayer requests or other needs. 

S U M M E R ’ S  C O M I N G !  

    Here are a couple of announcements for the summer$me soon to be upon us: 

 

    -   Upon the vote of our church council, the summer worship $me will 

        remain the same:   9:30 am 

 

    -   We are s$ll not able to sing inside (thank you for your con$nued 

        pa$ence!) but we can do so outside.  Plans are in the works for  

        outdoor services of hymn singing for each of July and August on a  

        Sunday at 4:00 pm.  More details soon!  
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F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  

Due to the Moxie Fes$val being cancelled the finance commiAee discussed the possibility of selling 

lobster rolls the evening of Lisbon’s fireworks display, July 3
rd

. With so much uncertainty, the decision 

was made not to pursue this idea. With mandates li=ed we will be able to hold our annual Christmas 

Fair and Silent auc$on. The Moxie Fes$val and Christmas fair/auc$on are our two big fundraisers. 

Let’s work together to make this year’s fair the best one ever.   

to come.  With our hearts and minds set on you and your 

           holy Kingdom, plant in us a faith that will burst forth into 

           acts of love and peace; we commit ourselves anew in our 

           discipleship for Jesus Christ that the world may be a reflec$on 

           of your goodness and compassion.” 

            

                    (Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual, 2011)                                        

                                                                 God’s blessings, 

                                                                       

                                                                       

 Pastor Elizabeth 

 

F R O M  Y O U R  P A S T O R ,  C O N T .  

U P D A T E  F R O M  T H E  C R A F T  G A L S  

We were more then happy to be able to part of the recent plant sale.  From the cra=s we created, we 

were able to contribute $118.50.  This was our first aAempt at cra=ing since the start of the pandemic 

and since loosing two of our members, Dot Rice and Patsy Stevens.  We use to meet at Dot’s every Fri-

day to quilt, make scrubbies and other cra=s that were sold at the Christmas Fair. We were called “The 

Friday Girls”.  This year we started gathering on Wednesday’s instead and now have lunch. We then 

became “The Wednesday Girls”.  We have lots of fun and laughs as we aAempt to find ideas to recycle 

items into cra=s.  We are always looking for new ideas and welcome anyone who wants to join us.   

 

Lois, Connie, Pat, and Edra 
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F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R  

Gree$ngs from your Lay Leader. 

During the month of May I have been busy preparing for the New England Annual conference 

to be held June 10-12. It will be virtual again this year, allowing the church to save money on 

housing and travel. I will report to you in the next newsleAer. Highlights will be the budget, 

including the pastor’s salary and mission shares, and church disaffilia$ons. There will be lots 

more to come. If you have any ques$ons, please feel free to contact me. 

 

I also have been working on our church re-entry plan. Thanks to all of you and your following of 

covid protocols, we are able to worship indoors without masks for those who are vaccinated. All 

are welcome, but we do ask that unvaccinated people wear a mask, per the CDC and United 

Methodist guidelines. Things may change by the $me you read this, but I love you all and want 

to have the minimum risk that we can when we are together. We are considering some worship 

services out of doors, in which we may be able to sing!!! Again, I thank you all for helping to 

make this possible while keeping us all healthy. 

 

The other thing I have been doing is learning about Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

May was a special month calling awareness to these wonderful children of God. I aAended a 

virtual talk given by the United Methodist Rolling Ridge Center based in MassachuseAs, A Faith 

Talk given by the United Methodist Women, and I watched the PBS series on Asians. I highly 

recommend the PBS series to you. 

 

So, with this research done, I will pass some “did you know” moments on to you. Anything we 

can learn about other cultures can help us stop racist hate messages that are all around us. 

 The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882: This act banned all immigra$on of Asians. The 

the reason for this was that Americans felt that their jobs were threatened. In 1862 

Asians, especially Chinese, were brought to America to work on the transcon$nental 

railroad.The slur, “chink” comes from the sound of the railroad spikes being driven into 

the $es. Note that these events parallel the freeing of the slaves in 1865. There was 

a need for cheap labor. In 1902 the exclusion act was extended indefinitely. Like African 

Americans, Asians were considered non human and experienced racism. 

 Angel Island. Some history books depict Angel Island in San Francisco bay as the 

western Ellis Island. This is actually untrue. Asians were detained there beginning in 
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1910. They were some$mes there for four years or more. They were o=en interrogated 

and separated from their children. 

 WWII . A=er Japan aAacked China, the US became allied with China. The Exclusion 

act was repealed in order to allow Asians to fight the Japanese a=er they aAacked Pearl 

Harbor. Ironically, many Japanese living in the US were being detained in camps while 

their sons were figh$ng for the US. Families were separated and held un$l 1947 in some 

cases. 

 Ci.zenship: Asians living in the US, but not born here were denied a path to ci$zenship. 

Only their children that were born here were allowed to be ci$zens, giving them the 

power to vote and own property. You may have heard that Asians seem smarter than 

others. That is partly due to the fact that only educated Asians were allowed to 

immigrate once the railroad was built. Asians were s$ll denied jobs they qualified for, 

however. 

 Paper Sons: Asians found a loophole that allowed them to enter the US as ci$zens. 

They would forge a birth cer$ficate saying that they were born into a family that already 

had ci$zenship and that they were born in the US. Many spent their life savings to 

immigrate using this method. Later, during the McCarthy era, the House CommiAee on 

Unamerican Ac$vi$es claimed that these people were communists and some were 

deported. JFK finally gave the paper sons amnesty. 

 Indian Immigrants: Most Indian immigrants were Muslim men. They worked on the silk 

trade from the north of CalcuAa. Immigrants from Turkey were part of a peddler network. 

Some seAled in New Orleans, profi$ng from the tourist industry as exo$cs from afar. 

They lived within the African American community. 

 Yellow Face: You may have heard of “black face” where a white performer wears black 

makeup to portray a black person. This also occured when white actors portrayed 

Asians. If you have seen the movie, The Good Earth, you will note that the leading 

character is a white woman. 

 The Civil Liber.es Act of 1988: Ronald Reagan ini$ated an apology and repara$ons to 

Asians held in concentra$on camps. 

 Crystal City, TX: Japanese were held there, and now, within sight of the Japanese camp, 

 

F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R ,  C O N T .  
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La$nx refugees are being held there. Japanese protesters march in solidarity with those 

being held. 

 Model Minority: This is a term that refers to Asians who have been Americanized and 

assimilated into American culture. A woman named Lee Goon, a laundress from 

Portland, ME won the na$onal mother of the year as an example of this. 

 Hawaii: Hawaii is populated by a majority of Asians. Patsy Mink, a Japanese American 

and Hawaiian na$ve was the first woman of color elected to congress. 

 

One thing that I learned is that we tend to lump all Asians together. They come from many 

different countries and cultures, i.e. China, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, India, Pakistan, 

Turkey, Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia, Samoa, and many more. It’s too easy to put people 

who don’t look like us into a group of “others”. We are all children of God, meant to love one 

another. 

 

God’s Peace to You All, 

Sue White 

Cell:207-577-8921 

sdwhite071154@gmail.com 

 

 

F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R ,  C O N T .  

O U T R E A C H  

The Outreach members are fully vaccinated and mee$ng in person once again. We voted on col-

lec$ng items for New Beginnings.  A list of items is provided.  If you  would like to donate money to 

purchase items instead, please give your dona$ons to Pastor Elizabeth.   

For those of you not aAending church in person, you can call me at 353-9124 and I can arrange a 

mee$ng with you to drop off dona$ons.  Our collec$on is going on un$l June 30th.  

The next mee$ng will be July 5th at 1:15. 

Connie Earle 

List for New Beginnings  Rain gear    Tents 

Reusable cloth face masks   Personal hygiene supplies  Sleeping bags 

Adult sized underwear (both genders) Drink mixes    Drawstring bags 

D BaAeries     Blankets for outdoor use  Backpacks 

Flashlights/head lamps   Tents 
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W O R D S  O F  T H A N K S  

Special thanks are shared with  those who have gone over 

and above for our church family recently: 

Thank you to Lola Carlson who brought beau$ful roses to 

share with the women in our church family on   Mother’s 

Day! 

 

Thank you 

to Trudy  

Duval who 

lovingly 

weeded the 

garden out-

side our 

back door! 

 

 

Thank you to each of you in our family who have 

aAended in-person worship from mid-September 

un$l mid-

November 

and then 

since Palm 

Sunday in March for abiding by the necessary Covid protocols.  

Your concern for the health and safety of others has kept us 

safe and has been much appreciated.  

 

Please note: Form now on we are able to sit where we wish 

(that’s our removed painter's tape in the photo!) and those 

who are fully-vaccinated are able to be mask fee. 
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B I R T H D A Y  W I S H E S   

Happy Birthday to the following church members celebrating a birthday in June!!   

(f you know someone to be added to our list please let Erica Soiett know) 

  1st: Mark Rogers  16th: Phyllis Greim 

  2nd: Sarah Moore  18th: Olivia Shaw  

   Breanna Soiett 22nd: Sandy Stultz 

  5th: Daniel Millson  30th: Megan Hall 

  8th:    Alexandria Shaw  

P L A N T  S A L E  U P D A T E  

With perfect weather, people being able to gather together again and the generosity of local green-

houses our annual plant sale was once again, very successful. Comments were heard from many of our 

buyers on how grateful they were that we are beginning to see signs of normalcy, a=er the past 15 

months. Special thanks to Bush’s Bushes, who provided us with beau$ful shrubs, bushes and perenni-

als, Skillin’s generous dona$on of a $100 gi= card which was used to purchase 16 4” pot annuals, Land-

scape World who donated 2 flats of annuals and Longfellow’s in Manchester who also donated 2 flats 

of annuals. Thank you to Jus$ne Patrick for the beau$ful planter donated in memory of her niece, Mar-

cy Patrick Cox. Thanks to Lois Wills and Dawn King who provided many hours of labor and plants to 

help make the sale successful. Thanks to the “Tin can cra=ing” ladies who provided whimsical garden 

decora$ons. Thanks to those who helped set up, tear down, pick up plants, the cashiers and all who 

helped in any way with this fun event.  

***BREAKING NEWS!!*** 

A(er paying the expenses associated with the sale, our profit was an amazing $1,218!!   

In 2019 we made a profit of $1,149 from the plant and cra( por<on of the sale, and 

another $235 from the bake sale por<on.  We had less greenhouse plants this year 

then we did in 2019 and saw higher profit margins! Thank you to all who helped make 

this happen! 

S P E C I A L  S H O U T  O U T !  

I would like to thank those Church members who delivered the Upper Rooms during our shut down 

this past year.  It was so nice to be able to con$nue to get them.   

 

Thank you,  

Connie Earle  
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NOTE:  All meeting are held in the Hunnewell Room, unless otherwise noted NOTE:  All meeting are held in the Hunnewell Room, unless otherwise noted NOTE:  All meeting are held in the Hunnewell Room, unless otherwise noted NOTE:  All meeting are held in the Hunnewell Room, unless otherwise noted     

Office Hours:  Monday 9:00 a.m.Office Hours:  Monday 9:00 a.m.Office Hours:  Monday 9:00 a.m.Office Hours:  Monday 9:00 a.m.----12:00 noon, Thursday 1:00 p.m.12:00 noon, Thursday 1:00 p.m.12:00 noon, Thursday 1:00 p.m.12:00 noon, Thursday 1:00 p.m.----3:00 p.m., Friday is the Pastor’s Sab-3:00 p.m., Friday is the Pastor’s Sab-3:00 p.m., Friday is the Pastor’s Sab-3:00 p.m., Friday is the Pastor’s Sab-

bath Daybath Daybath Daybath Day    

Other times available by appointmentOther times available by appointmentOther times available by appointmentOther times available by appointment    

June 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1-Pastor Eliza-

beth on vaca-

tion 

2-Pastor Eliza-

beth on vaca-

tion 

3-Pastor Eliza-

beth on vaca-

tion 

4-Pastor Eliza-

beth on vaca-

tion  

Drop off 

backed goods 

for LACO car-

show 1-2 pm 

5-Pastor Eliza-

beth on vaca-

tion  

LACO car show 

9:00 a.m. 

6-Pastor Eliza-

beth on vaca-

tion  

Worship-

Virtually & in 

person, 9:30 

7-Widows’ fel-

lowship, 11:30 

a.m. 

Outreach Com-

mittee, 

1:00pm 

8 9-Virtual Annu-

al Conference 

Session  

10-Virtual An-

nual Confer-

ence session  

11-Virtual An-

nual Confer-

ence session  

12-Virtual An-

nual Confer-

ence session  

13-Worship 

virtually & in 

person, w/ 

Holy Commun-

ion, 9:30 a.m. 

14 15 16-Bible 

Study, 10:00 

a.m. 

17 18 19 

20-Worship 

virtually & in 

person, 9:30 

am. 

Father’s Day 

21 22 23-Finance 

Committee, 

6:30 p.m. 

24-Bible Study, 

10:-00 a.m. 

25 26-Church 

supper, 4:30 

p.m. 

27-Worship  

virtually & in 

person, 9:30 

a.m. 

28 29 30    
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B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

14 School Street 

Lisbon Falls, Maine 04252 

(207)353-4982 

Sunday Worship Service 

 

Sunday Worship  

(In Person and Live Stream on Facebook) 

9:30 a.m. 

Experienced people are ready to provide nursery 

care for infants.   

Please speak with a greeter. 

 

Office Hours: Monday  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Thursday  1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Other .mes available by appointment 

Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath day 

 

Important Contacts: 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith 

pastor@lisbonumchurch.org 

 

Organist & Choir Director: Debbie Greim 

576-8527  dmusicnote@myfairpoint.net 

Lay Leader: Sue White 

sdwhite071154@gmail.com 

NewsleDer Editor: Erica SoieD 

212-3713 esoieA@roadrunner.com 

Custodian: Shane SoieD 

212-8316  ssoieA@roadrunner.com 

Public Rela<ons & Web Info:  Monica McCusker 

754-9569 mainefyfer@yahool.com 

 


