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                                  Renewal 
                                                   by Sharlande Sledge   

 
    Spring!  The glorious season which we look forward to on those long, cold winter 

days is upon us.  As we watch for signs of new life in God’s crea�on, we witness a 

renewal of the earth.  Spring renews our souls as 

well and reinvigorates us – even to tackle spring cleaning!  This Lenten prayer 

speaks to our renewal.  Let us pray…….. 

 

Renewing God, in this season called Lent, 

our souls like our surroundings need spring cleaning. 

 

Shake us out so we can work and walk with energy. 

Blow off the dust and polish us 

un�l we have the luster of your new crea�ons. 

Strip us back to the bare essen�als. 

Reach far into the corners of our lives 

to pull out things we’ve le! far too long untouched. 

Rub the windows of our souls un�l others can see your reflec�on in them. 

 

Help us make hard decisions about what to keep and what to give away. 

Let us know when enough is enough, when we have all we can say grace over 

and when we have space to care for more. 

And as we pay a&en�on to what is important let us make room  

for the new thing you are preparing for us. 

 

Dust.    Shine.    Polish.    Clean. 

 

Renew our lives un�l they are ready to receive 

the fresh spirit of your spring.  Amen. 

                                                    

                                                                      God’s blessings, 

                                                      Pastor Elizabeth             
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Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrec�on 

and the life.  The 

one who believes in 

me will live, even 

though they died; 

and whoever lives by 

believing in me will 

never die.  Do you 

believe this?” 

         ~John 11:25-26 

E V E N I N G  C I R C L E  

Our drive-thru bean suppers have resumed for the new year, with our 

first one being on March 26. We had a good turnout and hopefully our 

regulars will con�nue to support us. Our next mee�ng will be April 10th, 

Palm Sunday, a/er coffee hour. On the agenda, will be a discussion of 

possibly star�ng in house suppers in the near future. Hope to see you all 

there. 

 

Carolyn Jones 

President  

M O X I E  F E S T I V A L  

The Moxie Fes�val is back!!! A/er last year’s scaled back event, this year the commi5ee has begun 

working on once again making this a 3 day fes�val including a parade, car show, 5K along with many 

other events.  One of the biggest changes to the fes�val is that all of the events and vendors that in 

previous years have been held on Main Street will now be held at the MTM Center due to the ongo-

ing construc�on.  

Our par�cipa�on in the fes�val has always been one of our biggest fundraisers. While we s�ll want 

to be a part of this fun fes�val, a/er mee�ng with the finance commi5ee it was agreed that we 

would also need to make some changes from what we have always done in the past due to the de-

clining number of volunteers.  You may be asking “what changes”? Watch for an announcement as 

to when our first planning mee�ng will take place. All your ques�ons will be answered. Hope to see 

you there.  

Trudy Duval 

Moxie Chairperson 
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F O R  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N … … …   

LUMC Mission Statement: 

“The Lisbon United Methodist Church welcomes, nurtures, and serves all          

 people with the love of Christ.” 

    If you would like to have a worship bulle�n printed for your use for any of our services of worship, 

please contact the pastor.  Prin�ng is usually done on Thursday a/ernoon but a bulle�n can be printed 

as late as Sunday morning. Just say the word!  

E A S T E R  F L O W E R S  

  It will soon be �me for our sanctuary to be decorated with beau�ful spring flowers in memory of 

those you love.  Gwen Rioux will once again graciously create our flower list for inclusion in the Easter 

bulle�n.  A copy of last year’s list will be available for a few weeks prior to Easter so that you can con-

firm or change your lis�ng if you wish to have flowers again this year.   

     If you are not a5ending in person but wish to have a plant in our sanctuary anyway, please contact 

Gwen directly by phone 353-6814 or by email at gwennierioux@gmail.com.  

B I R T H D A Y  W I S H E S   

Happy Birthday to the following church members celebra�ng a birthday in April!!   

(f you know someone to be added to our list please let Erica Soie5 know) 

 

 2nd: Sam Cornish    

  Addison Soie5   14th: Bob Packard 

 5th: Lana Hower    22nd: April White 

  Greg Shaw   23rd: Rick Rioux 

  Jessica Wile   24th: Debbie Greim 

 8th: Carol Day    Hilary Hall 

 9th Carolyn Jones   27th: Susan Wile 

 10th: Larry Baldiga   29th: Carol Pulsifer  
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F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R   

Gree�ngs From Your Lay Leader 

 

I hope this finds you well in body and spirit. April is a month of new growth and celebra�on. 

Happy Easter! Happy Earth Day! Happy Spring! 

I a5ended the District Mee�ng in Brunswick on March 20th. Our District Superintendent, Karen 

Munsen led the mee�ng. We first discussed the postponement of the General Conference to 

2024 and what it might mean to us. The General Conference has been postponed (again) due 

to pandemic issues. The wait �me for visas due to governmental restraints. The ques�on has 

been asked about whether the conference can be virtual. It cannot be, due to lack of 

technology and internet access for some countries. One of the big issues is the appointment of 

bishops. Our bishop, Bishop Devedhar, has been trying to re�re, but has agreed to stay on un�l 

nomina�ons for new bishops can happen. This is usually done by the general conference. An 

email was sent out on March 23rd calling for episcopal candidate nomina�ons. This has 

happened in order to prepare for the possibility that episcopal elec�ons will happen. Other 

issues yet to be decided are: Are the currently elected delegates able to go to the 2024 

conference or do we need to elect new ones? What will the legisla�ve deadlines be, and will 

new legisla�on requests need to be submi5ed? 

In the midst of the legisla�on is the most controversial one for the church. What is happening 

with LGBTQ rights and the dissafillia�on process? A group calling themselves the Global 

Methodist Church has set a launch date of May 1, 2022. They don’t appear to be seeking 

approval from the General Conference. They also appear to be a conserva�ve/tradi�onalist 

group which wishes to uphold the current book of discipline (except for the addi�on of PP2.553 

which describes the disaffilia�on process). Their request is before the Judicial Council. They 

wish to leave with their assets and property. 

Karen answered some ques�ons regarding our denomina�on in this context. She said there is 

no pressure for a split of our denomina�on. We do not have to make a decision to stay or go. 

Some of the disaffilia�ng groups wish to stay in connec�on with the United Methodist Church 

and its Global Mission work. One ques�on has been: can an annual conference disaffiliate? 

That ques�on is before the Judicial Council. The Northwest Texas conference has asked this 

ques�on. We got an answer to a ques�on asked at the 2021 New England Annual Conference. 

A disaffilia�on agreement may not be amended at the annual conference. Any changes to 

paragraph 553 have to be made at the General Conference. 

If you have ques�ons about any of this I will try to answer them or find the answer if I don’t 

know. 

UMW News 

What has been known as the United Methodist Women has changed its name to United Women 

of Faith. It has a new logo and new and improved programs. It has a new website, an 

all-access membership op�on, Soul Care Retreats, and innova�ons to Mission U. 

The mission/vision statement is: United Women in faith seeks to connect and nurture women 

through Chris�an spiritual forma�on, leadership development, crea�ve fellowship, and educa�on 

so that they can inspire, influence and impact local and global communi�es. 
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 F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R ,  C O N T .  

I have been watching podcasts and webinars from the United Women of Faith. There is a 

series called Voices from the Field that features women doing work around the world. Recently 

I watched a webinar from Ukraine. It featured women from inside Ukraine and neighboring 

countries. They talked about the Women’s Peace Dialogue which is working to include women 

in the peace nego�a�ons. They have approached the UN to take a women’s approach to 

peace. 

One speaker was Olena Suslova from the Ukrainian Women’s Informa�on Consulta�ve Center. 

They work for women’s rights in Ukraine. Olena described the death and destruc�on happening 

in her country and asked for support-our prayers and money. 

Julia Kharashvili is from Georgia and is involved with the Women’s Peace Dialogue. She said 

that one thing that is needed is psychologists and counselors to help the refugees. Our na�onal 

news has not told of suicides and adults and children with PTSD. 

Virginia Aleksejune is from Lithuania. She works for gender equality. She told of how close the 

neighboring ci�zens are with one another. This area used to be all one country, so rela�ves are 

some�mes spread throughout the region. She also talked of protests at the Russian embassies 

in various countries. Ci�es have renamed streets with the embassies on them to “Heroes of the 

Ukraine St.” This causes the mail to the embassies to have this on their envelopes. She also 

networks with other agencies such as Save the Children and the Red Cross. 

ILuta Lace is a social worker from Latvia. She also has been involved in protests and the 

Russian embassies. There also has been affirming marches and signs at the Ukrainian 

embassy. 

During the Q&A session it was revealed that the people inside Russia are receiving propaganda 

about the cause of the war. To this end, Latvia has banned propaganda channels from 

broadcas�ng there. 

People from Russia who have previously emigrated to neighboring countries are afraid to go 

back to Russia. 

What can we do to help? Show solidarity, send financial help, talk to our poli�cians, and share 

informa�on. 

The United Women of Faith also has a podcast, usually monthly. This is led by Jennifer Farmer. 

On March 17th, she led one called Women in Peacemaking. She talked about how women and 

children are the most vulnerable refugees, being subject to sex trafficking and rape. 

You may have no�ced the racism coming out in Ukraine. Black immigrants have been 

prevented from boarding trains to leave the country. Jennifer interviewed several people on this 

podcast. 

Ta�ana Dwyer has worked for Church World Service, UMCOR, and the UN World Food 

Program. She talked of the destruc�on of hospitals and schools and the anxiety and chaos 

facing the refugees. She suggested sending le5ers to the Russian embassies. 

Haddy Gassama is from Gambia and is a lawyer for the Interna�onal Jus�ce Center. She works 

with African immigrants, and noted that racism is global-not just in the US. She said that hope 

leads to incremental change, and that leads to radical change. She pointed out that the story of 
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F R O M  Y O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R ,  C O N T .   

refuge is not new. The Bible gives us instruc�on on trea�ng refugees with kindness and dignity. 

Haddy is involved with the undocublack.org network. You may want to check out this website. 

Another issue for United Women in Faith is Climate Jus�ce. I watched a webinar on this on 

March 16th. The series of webinars is called Just Energy for All. The webinar on the 16th was 

about Corporate Engagement and Shareholder Responsibility. 

The first speaker was Sarah Augus�ne, and indigenous Pueblo. She has wri5en a book called 

“The Land is Not Empty”. She spoke of the doctrine of discovery in which colonizers took the 

land. She also spoke of the Earth being a system of mutual dependence. Jesus gave us a 

mandate of right rela�onship and repair. To this end Sarah encourages relinquishment of the 

subjugated land and people. This can come through tribal sovereignty and the return of land. 

In order to make this happen , we must live and work in community. We need to move from 

profit above protec�on. Sarah noted that monies designated for destruc�ve mining could 

provide help to the earth. 

The next speaker was Nichea Guy. She is involved in the Importance of Corporate 

Responsibility and Corporate and Investor Advocacy. (I wonder how many of us get those proxy 

statements in the mail.) Nichea encourages us to read the proxy statements and vote! (I am 

guilty of just throwing those away.) She also tells us we can serve on those boards. If you have 

this gi/, use it. If you have an investment, some�mes you can control what company you are 

inves�ng in. Nichea encourages us to buy local and support investments that support human 

rights and care for the earth. (I received a proxy no�ce the day a/er this webinar. I read it and 

found that it included audits on racism and climate awareness. The board recommended 

against these audits. I used my voice and voted for them! I never knew I could make a 

difference in the corporate world.) 

The next speaker was Elizabeth Lee. She spoke about resources and how they should be 

available to all. She pointed out that the UM Social Principles call for needs to be met and 

quality of life for all. She spoke of our UMW heritage and what women have done to make our 

world be5er, i.e. integra�on, grape boyco5s, chlorine free paper, Interfaith Power and Light, and 

work with greenhouse gas emissions. 

Chris�na Herman re-emphasized the need for engagement with your investment porUolio. (I 

understand that you may not be a “big investor”, but if you have a re�rement plan, you have 

investments.) A current issue that was brought up is the Postal Service proposal to buy diesel 

powered trucks. If this is an issue for you, contact your legislators. You may have an alterna�ve 

idea, such as using electric or hybrid vehicles. 

In our own town, there is much debate about the development of the space along the river. 

Personally, I hope a compromise can be reached. Maybe we could have a green space along 

with much needed affordable housing. That’s my two cents! 

I am so grateful to find out that some people actually read my (admi5edly long) le5ers. I am 

always happy to talk with you about any issues I have raised. 

God’s peace to you all and to all of God’s people on earth, 

Sue 
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LUMC Blood Drive 
 

Friday, April 29
th

   

12:30pm- 5:00pm 
 

Lisbon United Methodist Church 

14 School Street 

Lisbon Falls, ME  04252 

Register online: redcrossblood.org 

Sponsor Code:  Lisbon UMC 

or call:   1-800-RED-CROS 

#GiveLife #GiveBlood #SaveALife 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL GWEN:      

207-353-6814 
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Office Hours: 

Wednesday: Hours Vary   Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath Day 

Thursday: 1:00-3:00 p.m.      Other �mes available by appointment 

 

April 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2-Breakfast w/ 

the Easter 

Bunny, 8:00-

10:00 a.m. 

3-Worship in 

person &    

virtually, 9:30 

a.m. 

4-Widows’ Fel-

lowship, 11:30 

a.m. 

Outreach Comm, 

1:15pm 

5 6 7 8 9 

10-Palm Sun-

day service in 

person & virtu-

ally, 9:30 a.m. 

Evening circle 

following cof-

fee hour 

11 12 13-Just for 

Seniors, 1:00 

p.m. 

14-Maundy 

Thursday ser-

vice in person 

& virtually, 

6:30 p.m. 

15 16 

17-Easter Sun-

day breakfast 

and worship in 

person & virtu-

ally 

18 19 20-Finance 

Committee, 

6:30 p.m. 

21 22 23-Drive-

through church 

supper, 4:30 

p.m. 

24-Worship in 

person and 

virtually, 9:30 

a.m. 

25 26 27-Just for 

Seniors, 1;00 

p.m. 

28 29-Red Cross 

Blood Drive, 

12:00-5:00 

p.m. 

30 
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L i s b o n  U n i t e d   

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

14 School Street 

Lisbon Falls, Maine 04252 

(207)353-4982 

 

Sunday Worship Service 

 

Sunday Worship  

In person and Virtually  

9:30 a.m.  

 

Experienced people are ready to provide nursery 

care for infants.   

Please speak with a greeter. 

 

Office Hours: Wednesday: Hours Vary 

Thursday  1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Other �mes available by appointment 

Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath day 

 

Office Phone Number: 353-4982 

Parsonage Phone Number: 407-4406  

Important Contacts: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith 

pastor@lisbonumchurch.org 

 

Organist & Choir Director: Debbie Greim 

576-8527  dmusicnote@myfairpoint.net 

 

Lay Leader: Sue White 

sdwhite071154@gmail.com 

 

Newsle5er Editor: Erica Soie5 

212-3713 esoie5@roadrunner.com 

 

Custodian: Shane Soie5 

212-8316  ssoie5@roadrunner.com 

 

Public Rela�ons & Web Info: Monica McCusker 

754-9569 mainefyfer@yahoo.com 


