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T H E  L A M P L I G H T E R  

                                   Are We There Yet? 

 

        Some of the most fun adventures I had with my two sons as they were growing up were the camp-

ing trips we went on together.  Well, most fun….and most work, I should say!   We made several trips to 

Lily Bay State Park on Moosehead Lake.  We lived in Gardiner at that $me so the trip was a formidable 

one for two elementary-aged boys, a big black lab, and a LOT of camping items.  As a single parent, I had 

to drive and pray that the kids would behave themselves.  More o)en than not, they did and seldom did 

they fuss and ask, “Are we there yet?”  One of the primary reasons that I didn’t hear that ques$on too 

o)en was that I insisted they each bring what we referred to as their “fun bag.”  Filled with books, games, 

and easily-portable toys, this kept them busy on the ride and was useful for quiet $mes at the campsite, 

too. I miss those days but I am grateful for the good memories they helped create.   

         O)en, however, it is natural to ask, “Are we there yet?”  We like details:  who?  what?  where?  

when? and why?  In our reading from Acts on Ascension Sunday, even Jesus’ disciples were curious and 

asked, “Lord, is this the $me when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”  (Acts 1.6)  They wanted a 

$meline, something to depend on when everything seemed so unsure.  Jesus was soon to depart and they 

would be le) in charge.  In their anxiety, they wanted concrete answers. 

         As our country  - and world - con$nues to ba7le the Covid-19 virus, we want concrete answers as 

well.  When? is the ques$on that comes to mind:  when can we take off the masks?  When can we stop 

lining up to go to the grocery store?  And perhaps for many in our church family, when can we gather in 

our sanctuary again?   Although not easy to hear, there is one simple answer to all of those ques$ons 

right now:  “We don’t know.”  And we don’t.  This silent, unseen virus is wrecking havoc on our lives – to 

say the least – and we need to remain vigilant.  And, we need to listen to the experts who study these 

ques$ons from a variety of angles.  We can’t and don’t know all that the experts know and we need to 

trust the guidelines that are given to us.        

 Our Bishop convened a “re-entry” team within our conference and the guidelines that they have 

created offer a long-term, mul$-phased approach to opening our building again.  The main point of these 

guidelines as we approach the first of June is that we are not there yet; we have much to consider.  For 

that reason, I am gathering a small number of folks together as LUMC’s re-entry team.  We will study the 

guidelines and apply them to our church building and church family.      
           Con$nued on Page 4 
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T H A N K  Y O U  

On behalf of 128 residents of local nursing homes, I’d like to thank you for all the cards and notes that I 

delivered or mailed to the Marshwood Center, Russell Park Rehab and Living Center, Montello Manor, 

Montello Heights, D’Youville  Pavilion and Thornton Hall. All nursing facili$es are closed to visitors due 

to COVID-19 and these cards and notes were greatly appreciated. There were a total of 128 cards/notes 

which the residents will surely enjoy and will let them know they have not been forgo7en. As outbreaks 

of the virus con$nue to appear in long term care facili$es, it’ll be quite some $me before family and 

friends will be allowed to visit their loved ones. I’d love to be able to deliver more cards and notes in 

June. I’ll keep you posted as to when that will take place.  

E X C I T I N G  N E W  M I N I S T R Y  

Over two years ago, the congrega$on met with Rick McKinley and embarked on our Discovering the 

Possibili$es journey. A small commi7ee was formed, and with Rick as our coach  have been working 

diligently on establishing goals and a plan as to how we will achieve these goals. One of the steps we 

took was to create a Ministry Ac$on Plan. A)er much discussion we agreed that the seniors, outside 

our church family, would be the focus of some of our goals, which came to a halt with the stay-at-

home orders. A)er discussing ways in which we could provide ministry in these trying $mes, an idea 

was to provide the makings of simple meals that the recipient could prepare themselves. 

 

Two weeks ago 11 meals were put together and delivered to a very apprecia$ve group of Lisbon ci$-

zens, not associated with LUMC, who  are elderly (well over 65), may have medical issues, have held 

public office in Lisbon for years, are  alone, have supported LUMC in the past by a7ending our fund-

raisers that need our love and assurance that they are not alone.  

 

Pastor Elizabeth wrote notes that were included with each meal to assure these folks that they are not  

forgo7en. Some of the comments we received were: “thank you so much for remembering us”, “I’d  

give you a hug if I could”, “what a treat, it’s not easy cooking for one person”, “so sweet of you, your  

church does so much”.   

 

 The responses we received were an indica$on that we should con$nue with this ministry. If you have 

ques$ons, would like to be part of this exci$ng new ministry or know someone who would benefit 

from this simple gesture, please let us know. We’d love to see this ministry grow.  
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F R O M  O U R  L A Y  L E A D E R  

 

God, Grant me the Serenity 

To accept the things I cannot change 

Courage to change the things I can 

And the wisdom to know the difference. Amen. 

Hello Friends, 

I am so grateful to be part of such a caring congrega$on. I know that many of you have been 

caring for each other and for our community. I thank God for each thing that you are doing, 

from sending cards, to calling one another on Sunday morning to share worship, to checking in 

on one another, to finding the energy to start new ministries. This has been a difficult $me for all 

of us, yet we are adap$ng and moving forward. God’s blessings on all the wonderful things you 

are doing. 

I have spent the last few days on calls with our district counterparts. It feels good to know that 

we are not alone. As United Methodists we are working together to share ideas and encourage 

one another. Some of you may know that the New England Annual conference is being 

reshaped. Our district is now called the Many Waters District. You may wonder how this affects 

us as a congrega$on. My answer is that very li7le has changed for us. We have the same 

District Superintendent, Karen Munson, who will con$nue to work with us. On the plus side, we 

have gained some new folks who can help us with ideas for our church. Fresh ideas are always 

good! Karen shared some of her thoughts about our new name. I especially like the idea of 

“Lakes of Compassion and Oceans of Possibility”. These thoughts certainly apply to our 

church. Bishop Devadhar talked to us about how we are separate streams making a journey to 

one ocean. I will add that we are swimming with the current in order to reach a common goal, 

boldly serving our community grounded in God’s love. 

As your lay leader, I encourage you to share any needs you see in our church community and 

beyond. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ, and can encourage one another. I also would 

like your input on what would need to happen in order for us to worship in person. What would 

make you comfortable? I am part of our church’s re-entry team, and this is one of the things we 

need to know. We will begin our work probably mid June. That does not mean we are in a 

hurry to open the church. We have a lot of work to do in order to worship together safely. Our 

D.S., Karen, is encouraging us to concentrate on this work without sePng a date when we can 

get back in the church. We need to be adaptable to our circumstances, which are changing on 

a daily basis. 

I pray for each of you as you navigate this new world. Keep each other safe and in God’s love. 

May the peace that passes all understanding be with all of you. 

 

Sue White 
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F R O M  Y O U R  P A S T O R ,  C O N T .  F R O M  P A G E  1  

I commend those guidelines to your reading.  They can be found at: 

h7p://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/fileshare/covid+19/relaunch+guidelines+neac+addendum+2.0.pdf 

Guidelines from the State of Maine regarding are similar and can be found at: h7ps://www.maine.gov/

decd/sites/maine.gov.decd/files/inline-files/COVID%20Checklist%20for%20ME%20Phase%201%

20Religious%20Gatherings.pdf   (I am happy to provide these documents to anyone who would like them; 

please give me a call). 

      The “at home” worship pa7ern we have created is not perfect; there is nothing like being in the pres-

ence of one another and our God to worship in our beau$ful sanctuary and, in due $me, we will.  In the 

mean$me, I ask for your pa$ence as we take all precau$ons to ensure the safety of those we love.  Per-

sons over 65 are considered “at risk” and that is a large por$on of our church family.  We cannot rush 

into something that would put others at risk.  We want everyone to feel safe in our building when it is 

appropriate. 

      In these unse7ling days, we need to remember what has always been true for the church:  the 

church is not the building.  WE are the church!  We are the ones called to be disciples for Christ – wher-

ever we are.   

     There is much change occurring in our lives; in fact, nothing is more constant than change as I men-

$oned in a late-winter sermon.  But one thing remains steadfast and that is our GOD.  No ma7er where 

or how we worship, we worship the One, True God whose love for us never ends. 

      Thank you for your $me in reading this longer-than-usual “pastor’s page.”  Please know how much I 

miss you but, more than that, how o)en I pray that you will be kept safe and well.  May God bless you 

and those you love. 

                                                                              Pastor Elizabeth 

     Having read the ar$cle from Trudy regarding the PPP grant we are in the midst of receiving, you know that 

we are entering into a contractual agreement with Bangor Savings Bank when receiving this money.  For that 

reason, our church council needs to convene for a charge conference in order to approve this agreement. 

     We will meet on Wednesday, June 17 for a “virtual charge conference.”  Those with internet capabili$es 

who have not yet used Zoom will receive a tutorial from our council chair, Dean Logan.  Those without inter-

net capabili$es (or those who simply don’t want to use Zoom), can par$cipate in two ways:  by calling into 

the mee$ng with the number provided or by calling someone who will be in the mee$ng so that you can 

hear  -  just as you do each week with worship.  Please do not be in$midated by the technology; it is easily 

navigated.   

      This is a one-item, albeit very important, charge conference.  We hope to have a great a7endance on 

June 17.      

C A L L  T O  C H A R G E  C O N F E R E N C E  
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F I N A N C I A L  N E W S  

Even though the doors of our church building have been closed, the work of the church is s$ll taking 

place. Pastor Elizabeth and Verne have done an outstanding job adap$ng and providing a live-stream 

of the weekly worship service. She con$nues to work hard crea$ng worship materials that we either 

receive by e-mail or the USPS, keeping us in prayer, is in constant communica$on with the District 

Superintendent and other district clergy along with many ongoing tasks.   

 

We are so grateful for your con$nued support by keeping your pledges current and those extra gi)s 

in addi$on to your pledges. But we all are aware, that our expenses don’t stop just because we can’t 

gather together Sunday mornings. Insurances, wages, u$li$es, taxes, etc. s$ll need to be paid.  

 

Realizing the financial impact that COVID-19 will have on churches the New England United Method-

ist Conference encouraged all the churches in the conference to apply for a loan through the CARES 

Act that was passed by Congress in March.  The Paycheck Protec$on Program, which is funded 

through the CARES Act, is a $670 billion program co-authored by Senator Collins to help small busi-

nesses stay afloat and keep their employees paid during this pandemic. The PPP provides loans to 

small employers to pay 100% of their payroll costs as well as certain rent, mortgage interest and u$li-

ty expenses for a period of 8 weeks.  

 

Greg, working with a loan officer at Bangor Savings Bank, completed the necessary paperwork re-

ques$ng a $9,000 loan. On May 13
th

 we received word that The SBA PPP loan for the Lisbon United 

Methodist Church in the amount of $9,000 has been approved. The loan paperwork was signed on 

May 22
nd

. Terms of the loan include no payments required for six months from the date of signing, 

interest of 1% on the unpaid principal, maturity date of May 22, 2022 and pre-payment without any 

penalty. Because this is a contractual agreement we will need to hold a charge conference to either 

accept or reject the loan. Once Pastor Elizabeth returns from her well -deserved vaca$on she and 

Dean will work together to set a date for the conference.  

 

There has been a lot of informa$on regarding these loans in the news. I’m sure you are all aware that 

one of the provisions of these loans is that if the funding is used on payroll and u$li$es (up to 25% of 

the loan can be used for u$li$es), the loan is forgiven and it becomes a grant.  In April U.S. Treasury 

Secretary Steven Mnuchin announced that the SBA will audit large PPP loans to verify economic 

needs before the loans are forgiven. Mnuchin quoted, “The cer$fica$on was very clear in saying that 

if people have other sources of liquidity, they could not take this loan.” This could mean that church-

es with unrestricted cash accounts might not have the loan forgiven and payment would need to 

made. While we do not know what they define as a large loan, we do know that Greg will keep pre-

cise records of the expenditures paid for with these monies. We also know that we do have unre-

stricted funds being held at the Founda$on that may become a factor in having this loan forgiven.  

I urge everyone one of you to come to the Charge Conference prepared with any ques$ons you may 

have regarding this loan. Greg, Monica and the finance commi7ee will have up to date financial re-

ports available as well.  

God Bless,  

Trudy Duval, Finance Chairperson 
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L I S B O N  U N I T E D  

M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

14 School Street 

Lisbon Falls, Maine 04252 

(207)353-4982 

Sunday Worship Service 

Sunday Worship  

9:30 a.m. 

Experienced people are ready to provide    

nursery care for infants.   

Please speak with a greeter. 

Office Hours: Monday  9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Thursday  1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Other ,mes available by appointment 

Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath day 

 

Important Contacts: 

Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith 

pastor@lisbonumchurch.org 

 

Organist & Choir Director: Debbie Greim 

576-8527  dmusicnote@myfairpoint.net 

Lay Leader: Sue White 

sdwhite071154@gmail.com 

Newsle<er Editor: Erica Soie< 

212-3713 esoie7@roadrunner.com 

Custodian: Shane Soie< 

212-8316  ssoie7@roadrunner.com 

Public Rela,ons & Web Info:  Monica McCusker 

754-9569 public_rela$ons@lisbonumchurch.org 

 

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y  

Happy Birthday to the following church members celebrating a birthday in June!!   

(f you know someone to be added to our list please let Erica Soiett know) 

  1st: Mark Rogers  15th: Bailey Eveson 

  2nd: Sarah Moore   Wayne Ricker 

   Breanna Soiett 16th: Phyllis Greim 

  5th: Amanda Maloy 18th: Olivia Shaw 

   Daniel Millson  22nd:  Sandy Stultz 

  8th: Alexandria Shaw 30th: Megan Hall   

   13th:  Barbara Kazimer    Beth Reed 


