
LISBON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
July 12, 2020        Kingdomtide    

“At Home Worship” 
 
 

Call to Worship 

    O give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name, make known  
        God’s deeds among the peoples.  
    Sing to the Lord, sing praises to God.  
    Tell all people God’s wonderful works. Glorify God’s holy name  
        and let your hearts rejoice. 
    Let us praise the Lord in this time of worship! 
 
 

Opening Prayer   God of Light and Love, who delights in all of 
creation, ignite our spirits to worship you with sincerity; illumine 
our minds with the truth of your word; inspire our hearts to seek 
only your treasure, that we might be moved to action and share 
your love.  Through Jesus Christ, our hope and our promise, we 
pray.   Amen. 
 
 

Scripture Reading    “All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love 
                                          and faithfulness.”          Read Psalm 25 
 
 

A Prayer of Confession   Merciful God, hear the cries of our 
hearts and forgive the sinfulness of our lives, we pray.   Raise us 
up to new life, that we might have a taste of eternity as we walk 
in the light of your love and grace.  Make us the people you 
would have us be:  people of kindness and compassion, people of 
hope and joy.  In Jesus’ name, we offer this prayer.  Amen. 
 
 

Time of Silent Confession     Offer the confessions of your 
 heart to God in these quiet moments. 
 
 

Words of Assurance    God did not send Jesus to condemn the 
world, but rather that we might know salvation and grace 

 through his steadfast love that endures forever!  In this love we 
are forgiven and redeemed by God.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Scripture Reading    “to set the mind on the Spirit is life and    
                                          peace…”                 Read Romans 8.1-11 
 
 

Prayers of the People    (insert)    
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

Scripture Reading      “A sower went out to sow……” 
                                           Read Matthew 13.1-9,18-23 
 
 

Meditation       This morning’s reading from the Gospel of 
Matthew includes one of the most well-known of Jesus’ parables: 
the Parable of the Sower.  We probably can’t begin to estimate 
the number of times we have read it, heard it preached, or, 
perhaps, even dramatized it in a Sunday School classroom.  It is a 
timeless story – the hallmark of all of Jesus’ parables. 
      The seeds of the sower fall onto different foundations, if you 
will.  First they land on the path, then on rocky soil, then among 
the thorns, and, finally, on the good soil.  Because we read more 
than one section of Matthew 13, we get not only the parable but 
also, in the sequel, it’s explanation.  Seldom did Jesus explain the 
parables but not so this one, which tells us he wanted to make 
sure there was no misunderstanding its meaning. 
      Those seeds on the path are easily snatched up by the birds – 
thus, other than being useful as bird food, they really serve no 
purpose, especially in helping God’s people grow and bear fruit in 
their discipleship.  The seeds which fell on rocky soil are a bit 
more promising; here God’s Word is received joyfully and yet, 
because there is no depth, no roots, when trouble comes, the 
lessons of living a Christ-like life are quickly forgotten.  Then 
there are the seeds that fall among thorns.  The Word is heard – 
again good news – but when concerns and wealth are made one’s 



priority, the lessons fall away, as with the rocky soil.  And finally, 
Jesus gets to the “good stuff.”  The seeds sown in the good, rich 
soil represents the person who hears God’s Word and under- 
stands it and then bears fruit in great abundance; such “fruit” are 
the acts of love and justice, mercy and grace that God expects of 
all who follow Jesus Christ. 
      Jesus’ purpose in telling all of his parables is for us to put 
ourselves and our faith into the story to see where we come out.  
Are we the path? the rocky soil? Are we the soil where the thorns 
grow? Or are we that good, fertile soil that helps spread the 
example of Jesus’ hope and peace.  Or, as the psalmist describes 
them, “All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and 
faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.” 
In his letter to the Romans, Paul describes the parallel to the 
“good soil” in this way, “…those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace.” 
      Many people just naturally have a “green thumb,” as we   
might say; they can grow anything, anywhere.  But many others 
need to experiment with gardening, learning by trial and error. 
The Christian journey is very much like the latter experience as 
we continue to grow in our faith, repenting of our sinfulness, 
receiving God’s abundant forgiveness, and trying again. 
      No matter where you find yourself on any given day in Jesus’ 
parable of the sower, there is always room for improvement.  So, 
may we get to work, ready and able to receive the Word of God 
and live it out to God’s glory. 
 
 
Closing Benediction    Go forth in the love of  
God to proclaim the mercy and grace of Christ.   
Go forth in the power of the Holy Spirit filled 
with hope and peace.  Go forth! 
 

 

 
             
 
 
 
       
 

                 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
                               Lisbon United Methodist Church 
                            welcomes, nurtures, and serves 
                                            all people 
                                  with the love of Christ. 
 
 
 
 

 


