Romans 12.9-18 (NRSV)

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; ° love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ' Do not lag in zeal; be
ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in

prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '® Rejoice with those
who rejoice; weep with those who weep. ® Live in harmony with one another; do not be
arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 1 If it is

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

| Thessalonians 5.12-22 (NRSV)

12 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you and
have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 1 esteem them very highly in love
because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. ' And we urge you, brothers and
sisters, to admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient
with all of them. 1® See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good
to one another and to all. ® Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, '8 give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. ' Do not quench the
Spirit. 2% Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast to what is

good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.



23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely, and may your spirit and soul and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 The one

who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

Luke 11:1-13 (NRSV)

11 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said

to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2 So he said to them, “When
you pray, say:

Father, may your name be revered as holy.
May your kingdom come.

3 Give us each day our daily bread.

4 And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ® for a friend of mine has arrived,
and | have nothing to set before him. 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me;
the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; | cannot get up
and give you anything.’ 81 tell you, even though he will not get up and give him
anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give

him whatever he needs.

9"So | say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened for you. 1° For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who

searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. ' Is there anyone



among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or
if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? " If you, then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give

the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”



