Jeremiah 18:1-11 (NRSV)

18 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2*Come, go down to the
potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” :So I went down to
the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel.*The vessel he
was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into
another vessel, as seemed good to him.

sThen the word of the LorRD came to me: ¢Can I not do with you, O house of
Israel, just as this potter has done? says the LorD. Just like the clay in the
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7At one moment I
may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break
down and destroy it, sbut if that nation, concerning which I have spoken,
turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended
to bring on it. °*And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or
a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not
listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had
intended to do to it. "Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the LoRD: Look, I am a potter shaping
evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from
your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.

Hebrews 11:8-16 (NRSV)

sBy faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was
going. ¢By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in
a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. "*For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God." By faith he received power
of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—
because he considered him faithful who had promised. 2Therefore from one
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”



3 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, *#for people who speak in this way
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. = If they had been thinking
of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to
return. '¢But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.

Luke 14:25-33 (NRSV)

sNow large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to
them, #“*Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. 7 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. 2For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete

it? 20therwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all
who see it will begin to ridicule him, *saying, ‘This fellow began to build and
was not able to finish.” 3 Or what king, going out to wage war against
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty

thousand? =2If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. #So therefore, none of you can
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.



