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FROM YOUR PASTOR:

T Emmanuel Comes: An Advent Prayer

In these busy days of preparation for Christmas, when we join with all the earth
INSIDE THIS in waiting and watching for the coming of the Christ Child, may these words adapted
ISSUE: from Thom Shuman fill your hearts and minds with peace and comfort:

While others are making lists of things we have enough of,

CHRISTMAS .
EVE you come: to offer us salvation,

the one gift we cannot purchase.

As the world prepares to entice us with more and more,
you come: to fill our hearts with all the hopes you
have dreamed about us forever.
When skepticism and fear callous our hearts, you come:

BREAKFAST
WITH SANTA

HOLIDAY to cover us in the soothing balm of compassion.
FAIR When stress scoops out potholes for every step we take,
UPDATES you come: filling the emptiness with serenity as tough

as your grace.
g;?\?ED As the clock turns faster and faster each day,
UPDATE you come: to swaddle us in a shaw!l woven with patience.
When others push past us to get to the front of worry’s line,
AND MUCH you come: so we can clasp them so close to our hopes
MORE ! they can hear your heartbeat.
So come to us, come to us, amazing and grace-filled God, Holy in
One, the Word made flesh for us, we pray.

My thoughts and prayers are with you as we travel the Advent journey, remem-
bering our Advent theme: Toda la Tierra Espera — All Earth is Waiting. May we
watch and wait for the Light of the World, our Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
May your days be holy and filled with rejoicing.

God’s blessings,

[
]

Merry Christmas & Pastor Elizabeth
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ALL SAINTS’ CELEBRATION

ive thanks to
rd, for he is
for his stead-

On Sunday, November 2nd we celebrated All Saints’ Day and remembered those
loved ones we lost in the last year. Please continue to give God thanks for the life and
love of these our saints:

Cynthia Bernard Betty Kolda ve endures
Stan Burnham Fern Williams Libby rl”

Diane Castillo Michael Mcintosh

Chris Chapman Carlene Morgan

Sidney Dobson Ronny Robers ~Psalm 107:1
David Fischmann Larry Taylor

Phyllis Gamache Eleanor Underwood

Norman Goddard Joan Webb

Becky Williams Gross Skip Wilbur

Michael Jordan

J% fg'% %ﬁ%p}{@ r

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Now that the Holiday Fair and Silent Auction is over, it’s time for
some real fun! Breakfast with Santa will be held on December 6th,
from 8:30-10:00. Our first Breakfast with Mr. and Mrs. Santa was
held in 2015. Many of the families that attend have attended each
breakfast; seeing the kids’ growth from year to year is so much fun
to watch! Even though this is a free event, families are very gener-
ous making donations enabling us to continue to gift each child
attending an age appropriate book as well as a goodie bag to take
home. Not feeling the Christmas spirit yet? Come join us — you’ll
certainly be full of the Christmas spirit when you leave.
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“JUST GI”

Our remembrance of those who have served our country for Veterans Day on November 9 included the
reading of this newspaper article by Ella Mae Packard. Here is the article that she surmises was written
around 1952:

LISBON CENTER SOLDIER, BUDDY PEN GI SONNET

A Lisbon Center soldier, Pvt Silvio E. Violette, son of Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Violette, and his service
buddy, Pvt “Bud” Rozinovsky, have penned an appealing poem entitled, “Just GI”, which has come to the
attention of The Enterprise (the local Lisbon newspaper).

Silvio and his fellow soldier have been stationed in Korea since Christmas Day and are now in the Fevil
area. The Lisbon Center man entered the service after leaving Lisbon High School.

JUSTGI

| gotosleepina Glbed, Ona Gl pillow | rest my head,
My blankets, they are G | too, Then G | sleep and dream of you.

Sitting on my G | bed, My G | hat upon my head,
G | razor, G | comb, G | wish that | was home.
If | come down with G | ills, They fill me up with G | pills,

Ointments and drops are G | too, But G I'd heal just seeing you.

At night my G | prayer | say, That we may win this war some day,
And when this G | way is through, this G | will return to you.

Now G | stands for government issue, Oh, my darling, how | miss you,
And G | hope you miss me too, For G | love you, gee | do!

Thank you, Ella Mae, for sharing this wonderful piece of Lisbon history!

LUMC Mission Statement:
“The Lisbon United Methodist Church welcomes, nurtures, and serves all

people with the love of Christ.”
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FROM YOUR LAY LEADER

Merry Christmas to you all! Your commitment to our beloved Lisbon United Methodist Church is the
greatest gift we have given to one another. You attended our Special Church Conference and asked
thoughtful, faith driven questions. | know that our church will move forward in a positive, loving way, and
your commitment to that is made evident by your hard work on the church fair and your participation in
worship has shown that. | know that things are not easy or painless, but with God's help we are moving
on as the community based church that we are.

Now, for a fun note. | just finished reading My Beloved, A Mitford Novel by Jan Karon. | believe that | re-
ported on another of her Mitford novels, At Home in Mitford. The books revolve around a beloved priest
and his community. Like our church, they take care of one another with love and understanding. In this
most recent book, a few of the men of the community have a joke writing contest. | have adapted one of
these for this Christmas season.

Santa, Rudolph, and the Head Elf go into a...coffee house. They are the only customers
in the place. The server comes for their orders: Hot Chocolate for Santa, Some water
for Rudoph, and Coffee for the EIf ( He needs it to work day and night on those toys.)
The server then places a bowl! of nuts on the table. The three then hear some
comments. Santa hears “You do such a wonderful job bringing toys to all the
children.” Rudolph hears “Your nose is especially bright this fine night.” The EIlf

hears “The children get such joy from those beautiful toys you make.” The three
Christmas icons look around to try to figure out where the words are coming from.
Remember, there is no one else in the shop. Santa eventually asked the server,

“Did you hear something?” The server says, “Of course. | told you the nuts were

complimentary!”

HO! HO! HO!
Many Blessings to you all!

Sue White
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A HOLIDAY OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU

Each year our Outreach Committee offers a holiday opportunity for you to take part in which will
make the season a little brighter for those in need.

This year you are invited to help us support the Drop-In Center located in Auburn which provides
meals and services for those who are unhoused in our area.

As we have done in prior years we will be collecting gift cards for the center’s guests. Here is a list
of suggested locations:

Dollar Tree, Burger King, Dunkin Donuts, Wendy’s, McDonald’s and/or Hannaford

Or, if you prefer, please give monetary donations to Outreach chairperson, Connie Earle, or the pas-
tor. Cards/Monetary gifts will be collected from
through DECEMBER 14. Thank you for your generosity!

DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS

Happy Birthday to the following church members celebrating a birthday in

December!

(f you know someone to be added to our list please let Erica Soiett know)

1- Linda Baldiga 22- Amber Morgan
Jennifer Lamson-LaPlume  23- Bud Cherry

4- David Wile 28- Ryan Moore

5- Randy Jones

Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating in December:
23- Harry & Barbara Grdiner
24- Marc & Jennifer Farrin

25- Larry & Linda Baldiga

December 2025, Page 5



HOLIDAY FAIR & SILENT AUCTION

Once again our Holiday Fair and Silent auction was a success; the profit is in excess of $4,200! Thanks
to all who helped in any way that made it successful. Having the fair/auction the same day as the
huge craft fair at Lisbon High School helps us. While our foot traffic was steady all day, we never had
any big rushes! With the warm weather we had that day; long lines at the high school may not have
been a problem. While our soup/chowders were almost completely sold out last year on Friday even-
ing, that wasn’t the case this year. Once again, weather could have been a factor; no one was think-
ing about a hot bowl of chowder when it was 50 degrees outside. Thanks to all who bought the
soups/chowders on Sunday after worship; we sold every container. For several mornings a few of us
gathered to work on crafts; THANK YOU! We had lots of fun and have decided to begin “crafting” in
January next year! Stay tuned for the date. We had some new businesses who donated to our silent
auction this year which is always popular. A special thank you to members of our church family who

donated an item for the auction.

Erica & Shane Soiett Bud Cherry Connie Earle

Carol Day Monica McCusker Verne Smith

Win Smith Peggy & Greg Shaw Steve Breden

Margaret & Dean Logan Debbie Crosman Jennifer & George Morgan

Granville Morgan

Next year we will not be dedicating a room just for books. Without the partnership of the library it’s
no longer feasible. A couple of ideas have been mentioned on how to use that space. If you have an

idea, please let me know.

Once again, thank you to the volunteers who set up, worked Friday and Saturday, worked in the

kitchen and helped cleaned up. This event would not be successful without everyone pitching in!

Trudy Duval, Event Chairperson
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BLOOD DRIVE UPDATE

We had a very successful blood drive in
memory of Tracy Sautter on Friday,
11/14. Many of our regulars came out
to donate, as well as Tracy's friends and
family. Our goal was 22 units, and we
ultimately collected 35 units. Our next
blood drive is scheduled for Thursday,
April 9th.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

It’s that time once again when lovely poinsettias and other flowers will adorn our sanctuary.
Please share your plants with us for one or all of our services of worship on December 21st, 24th
and 28th. If you would like your flowers in memory of or in celebration of loved ones, please com-
plete the form below PRIOR TO DECEMBER 18. Thanks!
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Yes, | will be bringing flowers to worship ~ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

In memory of:

In honor of:

Given by:
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Lushon United
Methodlst Church

PRESENTS

CI—IRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

_ Lessons and carols and candlelight

Wednesday, December 24th

6:00 PM
ld Scihonl Stroot, Lisbon Folis, KE
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December 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2-Co-co Parish |3 4 5 6-Breakfast w/
Advent Study Santa-8:30
via Zoom, 7:00 LACO Christ-
p-m- mas Fair @ LF
Baptist
Church, 8:00
7-2nd Sunday |8 9-Co-op Parish |10 11 12 13
of Advent wor- Advent Study
ship in person via Zoom 7:00
& virtually w/
Holy Comm.
14-3rd Sunday | 15-Outreach 16-YLAT 17 18 19 20
of Advent wor- | Committee, meets, 4:00
ship in person |10:00 a.m. p.m.
& virtually, Co-cop Parish
9:30 Advent Study,
Zoom 7:00
21-4th Sunday |22 23 24-Christmas |25 26 27
of Advent wor- Eve worship in
ship in person person & virtu-
& virtually, ally w/ Holy
9:30 a.m. Comm., 6:00
p.m.
28-Christmas |29 30 31
season wor-
ship in person
& virtually,
9:30 a.m.

Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath Day

Other times available by appointment

Every Thursday: Girl Scouts, Hunnewell Room, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

NOTE: All meetings are held in the Hunnewell Room, unless otherwise noted

Office Hours: Monday 9:00 am-noon at Pastor’'s Home, Thursday 1:00-3:00 p.m.
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LISBON UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH

ool Street
Falls, Maine 04252
53-4982

Sunday Worship Service

Sunday Worship
(In Person and Live Stream on Facebook)
9:30 a.m.
Experienced people are ready to provide nursery
care for infants.

Please speak with a greeter.

Office Hours: Monday: 9:00 a.m.-noon
Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Other times available by appointment
Friday is the Pastor’s Sabbath day

Important Contacts:
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth J. Bachelder Smith

pastor@lisbonumchurch.org

Organist & Choir Director: Debbie Greim
576-8527 dmusicnote@myfairpoint.net
Lay Leader: Sue White
sdwhite071154@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Erica Soiett
212-3713 esoiett@roadrunner.com
Public Relations & Web Info: Monica McCusker
754-9569 mainefyfer@yahoo.com
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